
 
 

CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION
 
 A meeting of the Charter Review Commission was held on Wednesday, 
September 30, 2009 in the Council Chambers, City Hall, Cranston, Rhode Island. 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:10 P.M. by the Chair. 
 
 Present:  Michael Mulcahy, Chair; Holly Scripsack, Nathan Canaan, Frank 
Mattiucci, Steven Carrera, John DeGenova; Alfred Notarianni, Randall Jackvony, Vice-
Chair. 
 
 Absent:  Ronald D’Agostino, Francis Donahue and Simeone Parente. 
 
  On motion by Mr. Carrera, seconded by Mr. Mattiucci, it was voted to dispense 
with the reading of the minutes of the last meeting and they stand approved as recorded.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
  
 Mr. Carrera and Mr. Mattiucci presented copies of proposed changes to the 
Charter. 
 
 Chair stated that Municipal Court Judge Fred Joslyn is present to present 
suggested changes to the Charter. 
 
 Mr. Mattiucci asked what Section of the Charter Municipal Court is currently 
addressed in.  Judge Joslyn stated that the Charter is silent on Municipal Court.  He 
indicated RIGL 45-2-21 is the enabling legislation regarding Municipal Court and he will 
provide a copy of this legislation for the Commission members.  Judge Joslyn also 
indicated that Municipal Court is also addressed by City Ordinance. 
 
 Chair questioned why residency is not mentioned in his recommendations.  Judge 
Joslyn stated that there has been some difficulty in enforcing residency in other cities and 
this is the reason he left this issue out of his recommendations.  Judge Joslyn stated that 
he believes it is time to give identity to the existence of the Municipal Court in the 
Charter.   
 
 Mr. Mattiucci asked if there would be a disadvantage in not recognizing 
Municipal Court in the Charter.  Judge Joslyn stated that this would provide continuity in 
the City of Cranston and it is not intended to change the composition of the Court or 
change anything at all. 
 
 Mr. DeGenova stated that he served on the 1998 Charter Review Commission and 
no one mentioned this at the time, it was an oversight. 
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 Mr. Jackvony stated that if this is added to the Charter and future Councils 
decided to change the number of Judges to enhance the Court, he asked how this would 
affect the Charter, since the Charter would be stating the number of current Judges.  
Judge Joslyn stated that the current language states ‘or such number of Judges as the 
Council may from time to time ordain’, it does not state the number of Judges.  The 
number of Judges is set in the Ordinance. 
 
 
 Chair stated that next item of business is to discuss possible changes members 
would like considered. 
 
 Mr. DeGenova stated that when the Commission is voting on proposed changes, 
he asked if the vote will be by quorum or all the members have to be present.  Chair 
indicated that the vote can be by quorum. 
 
 Mr. Jackvony asked what our end date is for the proposals.  Chair stated that he 
would like to finish by year end.  He suggested possibly meeting once every two weeks. 
 
 Mr. Canaan asked if the Commission can recall people who have been before the 
Commission previously.  Chair stated that this is a public meeting and anyone can attend.  
He did not have in mind calling anyone back.  If the Commission members have 
questions, they could possibly call that person and obtain the answer from them rather 
then having them attend the meeting.  He would rather not prolong the meetings by 
calling back people. 
 
 Mr. Jackvony presented copies of his proposed changes to the Charter. 
 
 Chair stated that as members have their proposed changes, they provide them to 
the Clerk via e-mail or in person and the Clerk will have twelve copies available for the 
next meeting.  Chair asked that the Clerk send an e-mail to the Commission members 
advising them of this. 
 
 Mr. Carrera addressed the last page of his proposed changes regarding voter 
initiative and asked that he be given the go ahead to present them to the Council.  The 
Council can deal with this issue as an amendment to it.  Mr. DeGenova stated that these 
changes should be addressed by this Commission.  Mr. Carrera stated that the way the 
initiative is written, a special election can be forced.  Mr. DeGenova stated that this 
should be part of this Commission’s work to discuss and vote on and submit this proposal 
with the rest of the other possible proposals to the City Council.   
 
 A lengthy discussion took place on two-year term versus four-year term for 
Mayor and also whether election should be held during Governor election or Presidential 
election.  Majority of the members present were in favor of four-year term.   
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 Mr. Jackvony stated that part of his suggestions is having elections during local 
elections so people can focus on local issues more and having election starting 2015 in 
odd year, as opposed to even year.   
 

Mr. DeGenova stated that the largest turnout of voters is during the Presidential 
election.  Statistically, there are a lot more voters that come out to vote during the 
Presidential election.  Majority of the members present were in favor of Mayoral election 
during Presidential election 

 
Discussion took place on adding language in the Charter stating that if the Mayor 

runs for higher office, he shall resign.  Chair indicated that this would probably be a 
deterrent for a Mayor to go for a higher office. 

 
Discussion took place on the next meeting date.  Members present agreed to meet 

on October 14th, which will be held in the Employee’s Lounge, second floor of City Hall 
and on October 28th in the Council Chambers. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:05 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
     Rosalba Zanni 
     Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees 
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