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(The following is not a verbatim transcript of comments or discussion that 
occurred during the meeting, but rather a summarization intended for general 

formational purposes.  All motions and votes are the official records). in
   
 

SPECIAL FINANCE COMMITTEE – MAY 3, 2011
(BUDGET HEARINGS)

 
 
          A special meeting of the Finance Committee was held on Tuesday, May 3, 2011 in the 
Cranston High School East Auditorium, 899 Park Ave., Cranston, Rhode Island. 
 
                                                                     
CALL MEETING TO ORDER: 
 
          The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by the Chair. 
 
Present:                   Council Vice-President Robert J. Pelletier, Chair 
                                Councilman Steven A. Stycos, Vice-Chair 
                                Councilman Paul H. Archetto 
                                Councilman Emilio L. Navarro 
                                Councilman James E. Donahue 
                                Councilman Michael W. Favicchio 
                                Council President Anthony J. Lupino 
 
Also Present:           Councilman Richard D. Santamaria, Jr. 
                                Councilwoman Leslie Luciano 
                                Mayor Allan W. Fung 
                                Robin Muksian-Schutt, Director of Administration         
                                Gerald Cordy, Deputy Director of Administration 
                                Mike Glucksman, Assistant City Solicitor 
                                Patrick Quinlan, City Council Legal Counsel 
                                Steve Woerner, City Council Internal Auditor 
                                Robert Strom, Director of Finance 
                                Mike Igoe, City Controller 
                                Maria Medeiros Wall, City Clerk 
                                Rosalba Zanni, Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees 
    
  
  Chair explained process this evening.  Councilman Stycos stated that he submitted, in 
advance, his amendments to the Chair and no one else has done so.  The Chair is now indicating 
to him that he can only make amendments on cuts and then address increases.  He asked for legal 
opinion.  Mr. Quinlan stated that the Chair has the right to set procedures.  Councilman Stycos 
appealed the ruling.  Chair denied appeal. 
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 On motion by Councilman Stycos, seconded by Councilman Navarro, it was voted to 
overrule the Chair’s procedure and appeal to the full Committee.   
Under Discussion: 
 Councilman Favicchio stated that he thinks the intent is to make the cuts and then do the 
restorations on the other side of the budget.  This is not to curtail any discussion.  He thinks it 
will get confusing and the Chair’s procedure would be more orderly.  If amendments were made 
to cut and restore together, it would be an accounting nightmare. 
 
 Councilman Donahue stated that there should be two votes.  By making it one vote, 
there may be Council members that may support the cut and not the restoration.  It become a 
very cumbersome process. 
 
 Council President Lupino stated that the most efficient way is to go through the cuts 
and then vote on restorations. 
 
 Roll call was taken on motion to overrule the Chair’s procedure and appeal to the full 
Committee and motion failed on a vote of 3-4.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  
Councilmen Stycos, Navarro and Archetto -3.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  
Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Donahue, Favicchio and Council President Lupino 
-4. 
 
Public Speakers: 
 
 Manny Lopes, 49 Westwood Ave., appeared to speak and stated that people cannot 
afford a tax increase in this City.  This City Council was elected by the people. He asked that 
they part of the solution and not part of the problem. 
 
 Bobby Bach, 36 Azalea Ct., appeared to speak and stated that he is owner of Twigs 
Florist and title holder of his mother’s home in Cranston.  He asked that the Council reject the 
Mayor’s proposed tax increase and sent it back to the Mayor.  This is not the time for a tax 
increase. 
 
 Bob Smith, 35 Sweetbriar Dr., appeared to speak and stated that people are going to start 
leaving the City, including him, if this City’s finances do not get addressed and don’t get better. 
 
 Dick Tomlins, 400 Farmington Ave., appeared to speak and stated that every one of the 
Council members will be held accountable when this budget is voted on.  This is the eighth 
straight year, if passed, that there will be a tax increase.  People cannot afford it.  He indicated to 
the Council that they have to have the guts to make the right decisions. 
 
 Stephanie Culhane, 97 Concord Ave., School Committee Member, appeared to speak 
and stated that we have a great District in the City.  The School Committee has worked hard in 
controlling spending and being fiscally responsible. 
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 Janice Ruggieri, 45 Overhill Rd., School Committee Member, appeared to speak and 
stated that the School Committee is recommending adopting the Mayor’s budget with 
clarifications that they support a debt restructuring.  The School Committee feels the full $2.7 
million should be funded.  They recommend a mutually agreed upon amendment to the Consent 
Order. 
 
 Michael Farina, 15 Redberry Circle, appeared to speak and stated that the taxpayers 
have spoken loud and clear, “no more taxes in Cranston”.  We need to go back to the drawing 
board because people cannot afford any more. 
 
 Many Miguel, 123 Harper Ave., appeared to speak and urged everyone to get the budget 
to a zero tax increase, but be sure that whatever line item you are cutting, you will be able to 
achieve that, because next year, we will have a worse situation. 
 
 Rick Benoit, 132 Scenic Dr., appeared to speak and stated that the possibility of bring in 
a prep school into the City is not necessary.  This will add more costs to the City. 
 
 Mr. Batiste appeared to speak and stated that the citizens of Cranston cannot afford to 
pay taxes any more.  He asked that the Council figure out how they can prevent a tax increase. 
 
 
 Mayor Fung appeared to speak and stated that he realizes the difficult task the Council 
has.  Speakers have stated that there have been no cuts, this is not true, there have been cuts.  He 
has raised taxes, but the increases are the uncontrolled costs that have gone up.  The pension 
reform issue is being addressed.  It will not be resolved quickly.  It will take some time.  He 
implored to the Council, do not play one time revenue shots.  That is dangerous. 
 
 
 Chair indicated that amendments to cuts will be addressed first. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Favicchio, seconded by Councilman Donahue, it was voted to 
reduce “Tax Assessment Board of Review” line item #54501 to $8,000 from $20,000. 
Under Discussion: 
 Councilman Favicchio stated that the reason for this amendment is next year we will 
have a Revaluation and this line item will increase dramatically.  This Board needs expertise and 
he does not think we will need the number of meetings next year that we have had this past year. 
 
 Roll call was taken and motion failed on a vote of 3-4.  The following being recorded as 
voting “aye”:  Councilmen Stycos, Navarro and Archetto -3.  The following being recorded as 
voting “nay”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Donahue, Favicchio and Council 
President Lupino -4. 
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 On motion by Councilman Stycos, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was voted to 
eliminate salary line item for the Tax Assessment Board of Review entirely.   
Under Discussion: 
 Councilman Stycos stated that he does not have any confidence in this Board.  They 
have met in closed door, which is in violation of Open Meetings, and have kept no minutes. 
 
 Council President Lupino stated that the Board is in full compliance and they have 
taken care of the process of the way they run their meetings. 
 
Roll call was taken on above motion and motion passed on a vote of 4-2.  The following being 
recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Stycos, Navarro and 
Archetto -4.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilmen Donahue and 
Favicchio -2. 
 
  
 Chair indicated that Councilman Favicchio’s amendment should have been voted on first 
and then Councilman Stycos’s amendment.  He asked that the above two amendments be 
withdrawn. 
 
 
 On motion by Council Vice-President Pelletier, seconded by Councilman Navarro, it was 
voted to reconsider Councilman Favicchio’s amendment.  Motion passed on a vote of 4-2. The 
following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Stycos, 
Navarro and Archetto -4.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilmen Donahue 
and Favicchio -2. 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Favicchio, seconded by Council President Pelletier, it was 
voted to reflect a reduction in line item #54501 to $7,500 from $20,000.  Motion failed on a vote 
of 2-4.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Donahue and Favicchio -2.  
The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen 
Stycos, Navarro and Archetto -4. 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Stycos, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was voted to 
amend line item #54501 to -0-.  Motion passed on a vote of 4-2.  The following being recorded 
as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Stycos, Navarro and Archetto -4.  
The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilmen Donahue and Favicchio -2. 
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 On motion by Councilman Donahue, seconded by Councilman Favicchio, it was voted to 
amend “General Fund” line item #2801-51101 Police to $9,333,073, a variance of $7,840. 
Under Discussion: 
 Councilman Donahue stated reason for this amendment is there will be no raises for 
Administration personnel this year.  It was placed in error in the Mayor’s proposed budget.  This 
is a correction. 
 
Roll call was taken on above motion and motion passed on a vote of 6-0. The following being 
recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, 
Archetto, Donahue and Favicchio -6. 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Donahue, seconded by Councilman Navarro, it was voted to 
amend “Police” line item 

• #2801-51102 to $916,995 (-$1,095) 
• #2801-51108 to $675,495 (-$1,000) 
• #2801-51251 to $218,839 (-$141) 

Motion passed on a vote of 6-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-
President Pelletier, Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, Archetto, Donahue and Favicchio -6. 

 
 

 On motion by Councilman Donahue, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was voted to 
amend “Capital Budget – Budlong Pool House Roof Replacement” and reduce it to -0-. 
Under Discussion: 
 Councilman Donahue stated reason for this amendment is the Administration has 
decided not to proceed with this project.  Ms. Schutt stated that there was no plan to repair the 
roof and should not have been in the Capital Budget to begin with.   
 
Roll call was taken and motion passed on a vote of 5-1.  The following being recorded as voting 
“aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, Donahue and Favicchio -
5.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilman Archetto -1. 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Donahue, seconded by Councilman Favicchio, it was voted to 
amend “Work Force Enforcement Act” Salary Schedule line item  

• #51101 to $310,899 
• #51251 to $223,785 
• #51252 to $26,355 

Under Discussion: 
 Councilman Donahue stated reason for this amendment is employees have their salaries 
tied to the salaries of the City of Providence and Providence’s salaries are down and we are 
making this compared to Providence. 
 
Roll call was taken and motion passed on a vote of 6-0.  The following being recorded as voting 
“aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, Archetto, Donahue and 
Favicchio -6. 
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 On motion by Council Vice-President Pelletier, seconded by Councilman Donahue, it 
was voted to amend line item #0702-51101 “Economic Development – Salaries” by $102,333. 
Under Discussion: 
 Council Vice-President Pelletier stated that during the budget hearings for this 
department, the Committee was advised that their salaries could be funded through grants that 
we have in place.   
 
 Councilman Archetto asked if those grants are limited funds.  Ms. Schutt stated that the 
question asked at that hearing was if the Revolving Loan Fund could be used and she asked Mr. 
Cordy to address this.  Mr. Cordy stated that, as he stated at that hearing, a percentage of the 
salary can be used.  Ms. Schutt indicated that she does not believe the full $102,333 can be fund 
through that Fund. 
 
 Council Vice-President Pelletier made the following friendly amendment to his motion: 

• 0702-51101 -0- 
• 0702-51251 -0- 
• 0702-51252 -0- 
• 0702-51254 -0- 
• 0702-51259 -0-. 

Under Discussion: 
 Councilman Donahue stated that his fear is that this is a temporary situation.  
Eliminating this department sends the wrong message to the business community. 
 
 Council Vice-President Pelletier stated that this is not an elimination of positions.   
 
 Councilman Donahue questioned if the employees in this department would be writing 
grants.  Council Vice-President Pelletier stated, absolutely, or the Administration. 
 
 Councilman Favicchio questioned if it could be a reality that the grants could be used 
for salary.  Ms. Schutt stated that the only fund we have right now is the Revolving Loan Fund.  
This is a Federal Fund.  She does not believe the Director’s salary could come from this Fund, 
since he does not oversee this fund.  30% of the Economic Development Aide’s salary can come 
from this Fund. 
 
Roll call was taken on above motion and motion failed on a vote of 1-5.  The following being 
recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier -1.  The following being recorded as 
voting “nay”:  Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, Donahue, Archetto and Favicchio -5. 
 
 
 Council Vice-President Pelletier motioned to amend “Police Severance” line item 
#2801-51263 by $175,000 and corresponding cut for “Fire Severance” by $275,000.  No one 
seconded motion. 
 
 On motion by Council Vice-President Pelletier, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was 
voted to amend “Overtime – Planning Department” line item #51114 to -0-.  Motion failed on a 
vote of 2-4.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier and 
Councilman Archetto -2.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilmen Stycos, 
Navarro, Donahue and Favicchio -4. 
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 Council Vice-President Pelletier motioned to amend “Overtime – Finance Department” 
line item #1401 to -0-.  No one seconded the motion. 
 
 
 On motion by Council Vice-President Pelletier, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was 
voted to amend “Overtime – Accounting Control” line item #1501-5114 to -0-.  Motion failed on 
a vote of 1-5.   The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier -
1.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, Donahue, 
Archetto and Favicchio -5. 
 
 
 On motion by Council Vice-President Pelletier, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was 
voted to amend “Overtime – Purchasing Department” line item #1701-51114 to -0-.  Motion 
failed on a vote of 1-5.   The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President 
Pelletier -1.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, 
Donahue, Archetto and Favicchio -5. 
 
 
 Council Vice-President Pelletier motioned to amend “Overtime – Inspections 
Department” line item #51114 to -0-.  Councilman Favicchio seconded the motion for discussion 
purposes. 
Under Discussion: 
 Council Vice-President Pelletier stated that we are in a financial crisis and Overtime is 
a luxury.  Ms. Schutt stated, that this is a contractual item. 
 
Roll call was taken and motion failed on a vote of 1-5.  The following being recorded as voting 
“aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier -1.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  
Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, Donahue, Archetto and Favicchio -5. 
 
 Council Vice-President Pelletier motioned to amend “Budlong Pool” line items 

• #4101-51221 -0- 
• #4101-53025 -0- 
• #4101-53035 -0-  
• #4101-54031 $65,000 

Councilman Favicchio seconded the motion for discussion purposes. 
Under Discussion: 
 Council Vice-President Pelletier stated that these are tough economic times, the pool is 
a luxury item.  
 
 Councilman Navarro stated that when talking about consolidation, the City has a 
Deputy Director of Administration.  This person can overlook the Economic Development 
Department, which would eliminate $77,000 a year Director’s position. 
 
Roll call was taken on above motion and motion failed on a vote of 2-4.  The following being 
recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier and Councilman Favicchio -2.  The 
following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, Donahue and Archetto 
-4. 
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 Councilman Archetto motioned to reduce Tax Structure and increase deductible for 
Motor Vehicle tax from $500 to $600 and make up the $400,000 from the Rainy Day Fund.  
Councilman Stycos seconded the motion for discussion purposes. 
Under Discussion: 
 Councilman Donahue stated that tapping Reserve Funds is not a sustainable strategy.  
This is proof of what is happening in the City of Providence.  He does agree about the burden 
this is causing the taxpayers.   
 
 
 Councilman Archetto stated that there is $400,000 out there that we could repay the 
Rainy Day Fund.  Council President Lupino questioned why not take the $400,000 out of that 
source instead of the Rainy Day Fund. 
 
Roll call was taken on above motion and motion failed on a vote of 1-5.  The following being 
recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Archetto -1.  The following being recorded as voting 
“nay”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, Donahue and Favicchio -
5. 
 
 
 Councilman Stycos motioned to amend “Board of Canvassers Members Salaries” line 
item #20650-51111 by reducing it by $12,891, which means they would receive $5 per meeting 
per month.  Councilman Archetto seconded the motion for discussion purposes. 
Under Discussion: 
 Councilman Favicchio asked if there are any State or contractual obligations.  Ms. 
Schutt stated that there is State Law that the members have to receive a stipend, but is not 
defined.  She recused on any other discussion regarding this item. 
 
 Councilman Stycos stated that in the last non-election year, the City paid $12,000 to the 
three members to meet for 83 minutes. 
 
Roll call was taken on above motion and motion passed on a vote of 5-1.  The following being 
recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Stycos, Donahue, 
Archetto and Favicchio -5.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilman Navarro 
-1. 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Stycos, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was voted to 
amend “Tax Assessment Board of Review” line item #5401-51251 to -0-.  Motion passed on a 
vote of 6-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, 
Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, Donahue, Archetto and Favicchio -6. 
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 Councilman Stycos motioned to amend “Police – Ammunition” line item #2801 by 
$10,000.  Councilman Favicchio seconded the motion for discussion purposes. 
Under Discussion: 
 Councilman Stycos stated that this line item needs to be reduced in these hard times.  
Councilman Favicchio stated that this is not a huge saving and it seems like a line item that new 
recruits would need to be well trained. 
 
Roll call was taken on above motion and motion failed on a vote of 1-5.  The following being 
recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Stycos -1.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  
Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Navarro, Donahue, Archetto and Favicchio -5. 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Stycos, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was voted to 
amend “Capital Budget – Playground Sites Upgrades” by reducing it to $70,000. 
Under Discussion: 
 Councilman Stycos stated that there are two playgrounds at this School and most of the 
other schools in the City have one.  In these hard economic times, one playground is enough.   
 
 Council President Lupino questioned if there are any safety issues with this playground 
and if there are grant funding tied into this.  Ms. Schutt stated that there are no grants.  There are 
safety issues, though.  If this is not addressed, that playground would have to be shut down.  
Committee members asked for Parks and Recreation Director to address this issue.  Anthony 
Liberatore, Director of Parks and Recreation, appeared to speak and stated that these 
playgrounds were built in 1991.  The reason for two playgrounds at this school is the playground 
behind the school is for K-5 year olds and the other is for 7 year olds and older.  There are health 
and safety issues. 
 
Roll call was taken on above motion and motion failed on a vote of 2-4.  The following being 
recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Stycos and Archetto -2.  The following being recorded as 
voting “nay”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Navarro, Donahue, and Favicchio -
4. 
 
 
 Councilman Stycos motioned to amend “Capital Budget – Repair Playground at Stone 
Hill and Stadium Schools” by eliminating this, a saving of $185,000.  Councilman Archetto 
seconded this motion for discussion purposes. 
Under Discussion: 
 Council President Lupino stated that he is concerned about safety and funding this in 
the Capital Budget has no impact on tax rate. 
 
Roll call was taken on above motion and motion passed on a vote of 5-1.  The following being 
recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, 
Donahue and Favicchio -5.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilman 
Archetto -1. 
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 Councilman Stycos motioned to amend “Capital Budget – Road Repair” by $1 million.  
Councilman Favicchio seconded the motion for discussion purposes. 
Under Discussion: 
 Councilman Favicchio asked if there are federal funds involved in this.  Ms. Schutt 
stated that last year, we did go out to bond.  We had what we had left.  The proposal is for 
municipal bond.  We have some money still in the bond account that will be used in the next few 
weeks and we have paved some roads with CDBG funds.   
 
Roll call was taken on above motion and motion failed on a vote of 1-5.  The following being 
recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Stycos -1.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  
Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Navarro, Donahue, Archetto and Favicchio -5. 
 
 
 Councilman Stycos motioned to eliminate “Elderly Exemption” for properties worth 
more then $400,000.  Councilman Archetto seconded the motion for discussion purposes. 
Under Discussion: 
 Councilman Stycos stated that, per the Tax Assessor, $84,000 would be generated in 
Revenue.  This is a tax fairness issue. 
 
 Council President Lupino stated that property tax is a regressive tax.  By putting a 
provision like this, you are making it discriminatory.   
 
 Councilman Favicchio stated that he is concerned that this is creating classification of 
two types of elderly people and cause discrimination. 
 
 Councilman Stycos stated that he checked with Solicitor Kirshenbaum last week 
regarding this and he was advised that there would be no problem with this legally. 
 
 Chair indicated that Mr. Quinlan advised him that if this amendment is approved, the 
City Council would also have to pass an Ordinance as well and that would need to be adopted as 
well. 
 
 Council President Lupino questioned Councilman Stycos as to how he can justify 
giving an exemption of a $400,000 home and not the neighbor with a $399,000 home, when you 
know nothing about their income or their ability to pay. 
 
Roll call was taken on above motion and motion failed on a vote of 3-4.  The following being 
recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Stycos, Navarro and Archetto -3.  The following being 
recorded as voting “nay”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Donahue, Favicchio 
and Council President Lupino -4. 
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 On motion by Councilman Stycos, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was voted to 
add “Parking Meter Revenue” of $5,000 for parking in front of City Hall. 
Under Discussion: 
 Ms. Schutt stated that what has not been addressed is someone has to enforce this.  There 
would need to be an Ordinance with a Fiscal Note to implement this. 
 
Roll call was taken on above motion and motion passed on a vote of 4-2.  The following being 
recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, Archetto and Favicchio -4.  The 
following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier and Donahue -2. 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Stycos, seconded by Councilman Navarro, it was voted to add 
$16,100 to line item #0501-45161 “Tobacco Licenses”, increasing fee from $25 to $200. 
Under Discussion: 
 Councilman Stycos stated that this would require an Ordinance. 
 
Roll call was taken on above motion and motion passed on a vote of 6-0.  The following being 
recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, 
Donahue, Archetto and Favicchio -6.   
  
 
 On motion by Councilman Stycos, seconded by Councilman Navarro, it was voted to add 
Revenue Delinquent Sewer Fees establish $150,000 on Sewer Enterprise Fund and remove 
Sewer Fees for all City buildings.   
Under Discussion: 
 Ms. Schutt questioned Councilman Stycos if he has spoken to the Solicitor regarding this 
because this is an Enterprise Fund and the money has to stay within that Fund. 
 
Roll call was taken on above motion and motion failed on a vote of 3-4.  The following being 
recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Stycos and Navarro -3.  
The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilmen Donahue, Archetto, Favicchio and 
Council President Lupino -4. 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Stycos, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was voted to 
allocate $50,000 to the Library with savings.  Motion passed on a vote of 4-3. The following 
being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, Archetto and Council President 
Lupino -3.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, 
Councilmen Donahue and Favicchio -3. 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Stycos, seconded by Councilman Navarro, it was voted to add 
$1,000 to “Historic District Commission”.  Motion passed on a vote of 5-1.  The following being 
recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, Donahue, Archetto and Favicchio -5.  
The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier -1. 
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On motion by Councilman Stycos, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was voted to 
add $2,500 to “Cranston Historical Society”.  Motion passed on a vote of 6-0.  The following 
being recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, 
Donahue, Archetto and Favicchio -6.  
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Stycos, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was voted to 
add new line item in the Highway budget entitled “Sidewalk Repair” in the amount of $15,000.  
Motion failed on a vote of 3-4.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen 
Stycos, Navarro and Archetto -3.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Council Vice-
President Pelletier, Councilmen Donahue, Favicchio and Council President Lupino -4. 
 
 

On motion by Council Vice-President Pelletier, seconded by Councilman Donahue, it 
was voted to amend line item #46160 “Third Party Rescue” from $1.9 million to $1.6 million.  
Motion passed on a vote of 6-0.   The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-
President Pelletier, Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, Donahue, Archetto and Favicchio -6.  

 
 
On motion by Council Vice-President Pelletier, seconded by Council President Lupino, it 

was voted to amend line item #0650-51101 “Salary Schedule – Canvassing Department” by 
increasing it to $150,059, an increase of $12,000. 
Under Discussion: 
 Council Vice-President Pelletier stated that the increase is for Ms. Caruolo, whose 
salary is much less then the employees in her department.   
 
 Councilman Donahue asked Administration’s opinion regarding this proposed 
amendment.  Ms. Schutt stated that Ms. Caruolo has not had a raise in a few years and she is 
very valuable, but the Administration’s position is there were no Administrative raises this year.  
Ms. Caruolo’s salary should have been adjusted a long time ago.  The Administration cannot 
advocate for this because there are other Directors that have approached the Administration 
questioning if there were going to be any raises.  There are other Directors in the City who make 
less then their employees in their department. 
 
 Councilman Archetto stated that approving a raise during these hard financial times 
sends a terrible message to the taxpayers when they are telling us that they do not want a tax 
increase.   
 
 Councilman Navarro stated that this would be sending a bad message not just to the 
taxpayers, but to the rest of the City employees. 
 
Roll call was taken on above motion and motion failed on a vote of 1-5.  The following being 
recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier -1.  The following being recorded as 
voting “nay”:  Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, Donahue, Archetto and Favicchio -5. 
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 On motion by Councilman Donahue, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was voted to 
amend line item #101-4201-42796 “Library – State Aid”, per the Administration, by reducing it 
to $530,519, a negative variance of $34,336.  Motion passed on a vote of 6-0.  The following 
being recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, 
Donahue, Archetto and Favicchio -6. 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Donahue, seconded by Council President Lupino, it was voted 
to amend “Capital Budget – Open Space Acquisition and Restoration” by adding $2,500,000, per 
the Administration. 
Under Discussion: 
 Ms. Schutt stated that this is for a requirement for the buyout in regards to the floods.  
This is a backup plan, which would have to show we have this in place, otherwise we lose the 
match funds for the buyout. 
 
Roll call was taken on above motion and motion passed on a vote of 6-0.  The following being 
recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, 
Donahue, Archetto and Favicchio -6. 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Favicchio, seconded by Councilman Navarro, it was voted to 
restore the RSVP Program and amend the following line items 

• 4507-51101 $47,150 
• 51251  $3,610 
• 51252  $4,385 
• 51254  $15,205 
• 51259  $270 

 
 
 
Roll call was taken on above motion and motion passed on a vote of 6-0.  The following being 
recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Stycos, Navarro, 
Donahue, Archetto and Favicchio -6. 
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 On motion by Council President Lupino, seconded by Councilman Donahue, it was voted 
to forward the budget to the full Council as amended. 
Under Discussion: 
 Councilman Stycos stated that he is very disappointed with the vote on the $400,000 
property value for elderly exemption.  He also stated that this Council has not yet dealt with the 
School Department at all. 
 
 Councilman Navarro stated that he will vote in opposition to the amended budget 
because he feels there have not been enough cuts made. 
 
Roll call was taken on above motion and motion passed on a vote of 4-3. The following being 
recorded as voting “aye”:  Council Vice-President Pelletier, Councilmen Donahue, Favicchio 
and Council President Lupino -4.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilmen 
Stycos, Navarro and Archetto -3. 
 
 
  
The meeting adjourned at 12:20 A.M. 
 
 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Rosalba Zanni 
      Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees 


