
 
 

CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION
 
 A meeting of the Charter Review Commission was held on Wednesday, May 27, 
2009 in the Council Chambers, City Hall, Cranston, Rhode Island. 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:05 P.M. by the Chair. 
 
 Present:  Michael Mulcahy, Chair; Ronald D’Agostino, Holly Scripsack, Nathan 
Canaan, Frank Mattiucci, Simeone Parente, Steven Carrera, John DeGenova and Francis 
Donahue; Randall Jackvony, Vice-Chair. 
 
 Absent:  Alfred Notarianni. 
 
  On motion by Mr. Carrera, seconded by Mr. Parente, it was voted to dispense 
with the reading of the minutes of the last meeting and they stand approved as recorded.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 Chair stated that he sent letters to the School Committee inviting them to attend 
this meeting to address any suggestions or concerns regarding the Charter.  At the June 
meeting, he suggested that the Committee start discussing the provisions the Committee 
would like to consider.  He has spoken to Council President Lanni in regards to the 
Committee receiving an extension and he seemed agreeable to that.  The members of the 
Committee agreed to a December deadline with a request of extension if needed.   
  
 Mr. Canaan questioned if this Committee is representing the taxpayers and what 
is the main objective of this Committee.   
 

Mr. Parente stated that he feels this Committee represents the people of 
Cranston, as does the Mayor and the City Council.   
 

  Concerns from the Committee members were expressed that no one from the  
School Committee is present.  Mr. Donahue stated that this shows the lack of concern on 
their part. 

 
 Mr. Parente stated that he would like to be provided with copies of the existing  

State Law that governs the School Committee.  Chair stated that he can obtain copies of 
the Statute. 
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 Mr. Parente stated that the School Committee negotiates contracts, the Mayor 
and the City Council negotiate contracts.  By the School Committee negotiating 
contracts, is a bad idea.  This needs to be changed because the taxpayers are on the hook 
for contracts that the School Committee negotiate. 
 
 Chair asked opinion from the members of the Committee on whether they feel 
meeting once a month or twice a month after the Summer months and whether not meet 
during the months of July and August.  Consensus of the Committee members was not to 
meet during the months of July and August and meet once a month.   
 
 Mr. Carrera suggested that the Chair ask members of the Committee to prepare 
an outline of what amendments they would like made to the Charter, since the Committee 
will not be meeting in July and August. 
 
 
Public Speakers: 
 
 School Committee member Paula McFarland appeared to speak and stated that 
she would like to be given the opportunity to come back before the Committee in the 
future.  She addressed the following items: 

• One issue that she has concerns with is letting elections happen in our School 
system.  This is not safe for the children.  She asked that this be addressed in the 
Charter stating that if elections have to be held in Schools, they be held only on 
day off from School.   

• School Committee ratifying contracts - she stated that she feels that all contracts 
should go before the City Council.  She has not problems with that.  The School 
Committee can still negotiate contracts, but the City Council should ratify them.  
She disagrees with the suggestion that has been made regarding making School 
Committee members partisan when their job is to advocate for kids.  As to the 
healthcare being addressed in the Charter, she questioned how this can be done 
when no one knows how much the cost is or what the percentage is and what 
happens when there is an increase in healthcare. 

• Consolidation of services in the City – she suggested that this Committee look to 
redistrict the School system.  She is not sure this is a Charter amendment, but if 
this Committee can, she is asking them to ask the voters how they feel about 
redistricting. 

 
Mr. Canaan stated to Ms. McFarland that she seems to have a lot of ideas, but he  

questioned how the School Committee ended up $5 million in the red.  Ms. McFarland 
stated that she has been on the School Committee only since January of this year.  The 
City raised $22 million and every penny went to municipal government.   
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 Chair encouraged members of the Committee to read Section 15.10 regarding 
Charter amendments.  He asked Ms. McFarland to expand on the suggestion she made 
regarding consolidation of services.  Ms. McFarland indicated to IT, Personnel, 
mechanics, trash pickup in parks and realigning areas of government.   
 
 Mr. Jackvony stated that as to consolidation, what the mechanism would be.  Ms. 
McFarland stated that since the Committee has legal representation, she is suggesting this 
to see if it can be done by Charter amendments. 

 
 Mr. DeGenova asked Ms. McFarland if she can provide, in writing, the  

suggestions she outlined and send them to the Chair.  Ms. McFarland stated that she 
cannot speak on behalf of other School Committee members because there has been no 
discussion on the Charter.  She will go through the Charter and she will outline what 
areas she sees and feels this Committee should look at.  She will provide this for the June 
meeting.   

 
 Chair asked Ms. McFarland why no one else from the School Committee is  

present this evening.  Ms. McFarland stated that she can’t speak for them. 
 

 
 Aram Garabedian, 173 Belvedere Dr., former Council President, appeared to 
speak.  He stated that he was on vacation the evening he was invited to attend the meeting 
of this Committee and thanked the Committee for allowing him to speak this evening.  
He stated that when he served on the Council, that Council passed a Resolution to the 
General Assembly requesting that the City Council be given power to ratify School 
contracts.  Currently, East Providence City Council already has that power, Warwick is in 
the process of passing such a Resolution.  Right now, the form of government we have is 
inefficient.  He proposes considering consolidating common services.  He suggested 
merging the School Committee and City Council.  He will submit to the Chair, in writing, 
his suggestions on Charter amendments.  Mr. Garabedian stated that as to his suggestion 
of consolidating School Committee and City Council, an education committee be formed.  
The Mayor would play a bigger role on accountability. 
 
 Mr. Mattiucci asked if there are any other cities and towns that have the plan of 
City Council and School Committee.  Mr. Garabedian stated that he does not know of 
any. 
 
 Chair asked if there are special Acts allowing other cities and towns allowing 
consolidation.  Mr. Garabedian stated that he does not know and he has not researched it. 
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 Mr. DeGenova explained how the previous Commission from 1998 proceeded.  
He stated that before this Commission can start voting on anything, the Commission has 
to get to the point where each member has to come back with a list of items they would 
like addressed.  There may be other members with the same items on their list.  Some 
work needs to be done before September.  He suggested taking every section of the 
Charter, section by section and indicate any changes, if there are any, and then proceed 
with votes.  Commission members agreed with Mr. DeGenova’s suggestion. 
 
 Chair asked for ideas on what the Commission should discuss at the June 
meeting.  Mr. Jackvony stated that it is important that a schedule be set of what is going 
to be discussed. 
 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
     Rosalba Zanni 
     Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees 
 

U/Rosalba/Charter Review Commission/Minutes/May27,2009 


