REGULAR MEETING – CITY COUNCIL
-JANUARY 25, 2010-

Regular meeting of the City Council was held on Monday, January 25, 2010 in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 869 Park Ave., Cranston, Rhode Island.
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 P.M. by the Council President.

Roll Call showed the following members present:  Councilmen Lupino, Aceto, Navarro (left meeting at 8:05 P.M.), Archetto, Pelletier, Santamaria, Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, Council Vice-President Livingston and Council President Lanni -9.
Also Present:  Robin Muksian-Schutt, Director of Administration; Gerald Cordy, Deputy Director of Administration; Evan Kirshenbaum, Assistant City Solicitor; Robert Strom, Director of Finance; Patrick Quinlan, City Council Legal Counsel; Steve Woerner, City Council Auditor.

Minutes of the last meeting were dispensed with and stand approved as recorded.

I. PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND COMMENDATIONS

None.
II. PUBLIC HEARINGS

“CLERKBASE PRESENTATION ON VIDEOS STREAMING AND DOCUMENT PUBLICATION BY RYAN LUND”


Mr. Lund appeared to give a presentation.


Council President Lanni asked how many hits the City’s website gets.  Ms. Schutt stated that she will obtain this information from the City’s IT Department.  Council President Lanni asked that this information be forwarded to the Council members as soon it is obtained.
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Council Vice-President Livingston asked that discussion on the status update on the Harbor Management Plan be taken out of order, since the Harbor Master is present and he needs to get back to work.  No one objected.

IX.  COUNCIL MEMBER COMMUNICATIONS

Council Vice-President Livingston
Harbor Management Plan Status Update


Council Vice-President Livingston asked if the needed documents were submitted.

Peter LaPolla, City Planner, appeared to speak and stated that they were submitted to DEM and they made comments that included three small changes.  The changes were submitted to CRMC for their approval, and they have committed to approve them  this month, committed for this season.

Council Vice-President Livingston asked if they would be approved by the February Council.  Mr. LaPolla stated that it depends on when the public hearings are held but that  the City is already implementing the changes.

Paul Casey, Harbor Master, appeared to speak and stated that the moorings are not plotted but we are taking in the revenues.  There are six riparian access.  Edgewood and Rhode Island Yacht Clubs has started paying fees.  We can plot out moorings without approval of the plan by CRMC.

Council Vice-President Livingston asked that this item be placed on next month’s docket.
III.  DOCKETED RESOLUTIONS 
“RESOLUTION FORMING A COMMITTEE FOR THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE IT DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY OF CRANSTON AND SCHOOL DEPARTMENT”

On motion by Councilman Pelletier, seconded by Councilman Santamaria, it was voted to approve the above Resolution.


Councilman Pelletier recommended the following amendments:  first paragraph, first line, after “deficit”, delete “in an excess of $2.4 million dollars”; second paragraph, second line, after “Rhode”, add “Island”; sixth paragraph, last line, after “burden”, delete “s” and add “of the City”.

On motion by Councilman Santamaria, seconded by Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, it was voted to approve the amendments made by Councilman Pelletier.  Motion passed on a vote of 9-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Lupino, Aceto, Navarro, Archetto, Pelletier, Santamaria, Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, Council Vice-President Livingston and Council President Lanni -9.
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On motion by Councilman Pelletier, seconded by Councilman Lupino, it was voted to approve the above Resolution as amended


On motion by Councilman Lupino, seconded by Councilman Santamaria, it was voted to amend the above Resolution as follows:  second page, sixth line, after “Cranston Schools”, add “who shall have consultant duties only and not be voting members”; last paragraph, amend implementation date to “December 15, 2010”, since this Council’s term will expire the first Monday in January of 2011.  Motion passed on a vote of 9-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Lupino, Aceto, Navarro, Archetto, Pelletier, Santamaria, Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, Council Vice-President Livingston and Council President Lanni -9.
On motion by Councilman Pelletier, seconded by Councilman Santamaria, the above Resolution was adopted as amended on a vote of 9-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Lupino, Aceto, Navarro, Archetto, Pelletier, Santamaria, Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, Council Vice-President Livingston and Council President Lanni -9.
“RESOLUTION URGING THE ADMINISTRATION TO MANDATE DISPLAY OF CITY LOGOS BY ALL PRIVATE SNOW PLOW VENDORS”


On motion by Councilman Archetto, seconded by Councilman Aceto, it was voted to adopt the above Resolution.

Under Discussion:


Councilman Archetto stated that there should be no cost to the taxpayers for the magnet logos.  The cost should be incurred by the vendors. 


John Corso, Highway Superintendent, appeared to speak and showed sample of magnet RI DOT gives their vendors to place on their trucks.  

Councilman Lupino asked if the vendors have insurance and if the City is held harmless even though they have proof of insurance.  Ms. Schutt stated that if their insurance does not fully cover the incident, the City is liable.
Roll call was taken on motion to adopt the above Resolution and motion passed on a vote of 9-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Lupino, Aceto, Navarro, Archetto, Pelletier, Santamaria, Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, Council Vice-President Livingston and Council President Lanni -9.
IV.  REPORT OF COMMITTEES

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
(Emilio L. Navarro, Chair)

“RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REAL ESTATE TAX ABATEMENTS”

On motion by Council Vice-President Livingston, seconded by Councilman Aceto, the above Resolution was adopted as amended on a vote of 9-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Lupino, Aceto, Navarro, Archetto, Pelletier, Santamaria, Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, Council Vice-President Livingston and Council President Lanni -9.
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“RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MOTOR VEHICLE TAX ABATEMENTS”

On motion by Council Vice-President Livingston, seconded by Councilman Aceto, the above Resolution was adopted as amended on a vote of 9-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Lupino, Aceto, Navarro, Archetto, Pelletier, Santamaria, Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, Council Vice-President Livingston and Council President Lanni -9.
“TAX INTEREST WAIVER APPROVALS - AS RECOMMENDED BY CITY TREASURER”

On motion by Council Vice-President Livingston, seconded by Councilman Aceto, it was voted to approve the list of Tax Interest Waiver approvals, as recommended by the City Treasurer.  Motion passed on a vote of 9-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Lupino, Aceto, Navarro, Archetto, Pelletier, Santamaria, Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, Council Vice-President Livingston and Council President Lanni -9.

Councilman Navarro left the meeting at 8:05 P.M.

SAFETY SERVICES AND LICENSES COMMITTEE

(Richard D. Santamaria, Jr., Chair)

12-09-1  
ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF TITLE 10 CHAPTER 12 OF 
THE CODE OF THE CITY OF CRANSTON, 2005, ENTITELD ‘MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC’ (Wilbur and Natick Ave.)

On motion by Councilman Lupino, seconded by Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, the above Ordinance was adopted on a vote of 7-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Lupino, Aceto, Pelletier, Santamaria, Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, Council Vice-President Livingston and Council President Lanni -7.  Councilman Archetto was not present for roll call vote.
COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS
(Michelle Bergin-Andrews, Chair)

RATIFICATION OF SETTLED CLAIMS FOR:  Richard & Susan DeMaria
 $2,500; Jacqueline, William and Jae Pezzullo $775; Charter Oak Insurance Company


For Cranston Collision $300.

On motion by Councilman Aceto, seconded by Council Vice-President Livingston, it was voted to take vote on the above claims as a block.  Motion passed on a vote of 8-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Lupino, Aceto, Archetto, Pelletier, Santamaria, Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews and Council President Lanni -8. 
On motion by Councilman Aceto, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to approve the above claims.  Motion passed on a vote of 7-0 with 1 abstention.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Lupino, Aceto, Archetto, Pelletier, Santamaria, Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews and Council President Lanni -.  Council Vice-President Livingston abstained.
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V. ELECTION OF CITY OFFICIALS

“AUDIT COMMITTEE:  RE-APPOINTMENT OF WILLIAM SQUIZZERO AS MEMBER”

On motion by Councilman Archetto, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to approve the above re-appointment.  Motion passed on a vote of 8-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Lupino, Aceto, Archetto, Pelletier, Santamaria, Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, Council Vice-President Livingston and Council President Lanni -8.
“COUNCIL PRESIDENT APPOINTMENT OF STEVEN CIAMBRONE AS A MEMBER OF THE HISTORICAL CEMETERIES COMMITSSION (replacing Meri Kennedy)”


No action taken.

“IT CONSOLIDATION COMMITTEE:  APPOINTMENT OF AL NOTARIANNI”
Council President Lanni stated that this will be continued to next month’s meeting.

VI. REPORT OF CITY OFFICERS



None.
VII.  EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS

“REPORT ON HIRING OF SPECIAL COUNSEL, CONSULTANTS, ETC. PURSUANT TO CHARTER SECTION 15.05”
None.

Possible Consolidation of Departments or Services between Cranston and Warwick


Ms. Schutt stated that Mayor Fung and Warwick Mayor Avedesian have put forward a public announcement that they will both work forward consolidation in multiple areas.  Everything is very preliminary.  There are areas that the City of Cranston excels in and areas where the City of Warwick excels in.  She will be working with Mayor Avedesian’s staff.  There will be labor implications on a number of things.  This Administration is committed to it.  There are a few areas that will make a lot of sense.  She will be keeping the Council informed, since any changes would have to come before the Council for approval.

VIII.  COUNCIL PRESIDENT COMMUNICATIONS

None.
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IX.  COUNCIL MEMBER COMMUNICATIONS

Council Vice-President Livingston
Harbor Management Plan - Status Update


This was discussed earlier in the meeting.

Edgewood Traffic Study – Status Update

Dave Ferguson, Traffic Engineer, appeared to speak and stated that we recently finished modifications and there are short-term and long-term solutions.  Right now, $400,000 to $450,000 is for construction improvements.  There was a special workshop meeting scheduled for February 17th and he understands one of the Council members has a conflict with this date and we are looking at February 16th or 18th for this meeting.

Ocean Ave. & Narragansett Blvd. – Traffic Accidents


Mr. Ferguson appeared to speak regarding this matter.
Summary of Breakdown from Audit Team of Cost for Basic Education Program
 
No discussion.
Councilman Lupino

School Performance Audit 

Councilman Lupino asked that this item be continued.

Councilman Santamaria
Salt Barn Update
 
Ms. Schutt stated that we are looking at potential use of Impact Fees.

Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews
Amendment of Council Rule Regarding Notification, Rules 18 & 32

City Clerk indicated that change in procedure agreed upon by the Council last month was being done on a one month trial and she has not received any complaints from any Council members.  The Council members agreed to continue the practice agreed upon last month.

Councilman Pelletier

Possible Consolidation of Departments or Services between Cranston and Warwick


Councilman Pelletier addressed the remarks made earlier by Ms. Schutt regarding possible consolidation of certain departments of services between Cranston and Warwick.  He stated that in these hard economic times, we need to find solutions to the problems and find other ways to save the City money.
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X.  OLD BUSINESS

 
None.
XI.  INTRODUCTION OF NEW BUSINESS

City Clerk read the following introduced items and the Committees and the date referred for public hearing: 
 Finance Committee – February 11, 2010

1-10-3
Ordinance in amendment of Title 3.08 of the Code of the City of Cranston, 2005, 
entitled “Contracts and Purchases” (Diesel Emission Reduction).

Public Works Committee – February 11, 2010

Petition from National Grid for pole relocation at A St.

Safety Services and Licenses Committee – March 1, 2010

1-10-1 
Ordinance in amendment of Chapter 10.12 of Title 10 of the Code of the City of 
Cranston, 2005, entitled “Motor Vehicles and Traffic” (Auburn St. westerly one 
stop). 

1-10-2
Ordinance in amendment of Title 6 of the Code of the City of Cranston, 2005, 
entitled “Animals”.

Claims Committee


*Peter Panniccia for property damage incident on December 20, 2009
*Thomas Luzier for property damage incident on December 9, 2009
*Paul Santos for property damage incident on December 3, 2009
*Richard Carroll for property damage incident on December 30, 2009
*Janet Bowden for property damage incident on December 29, 2009
*Tracey Adamec for property damage incident on December 9, 2009
*Edward Palombo for property damage incident on December 20, 2009
*Randy Rubinstein for property damage incident on December 9, 2009
*Anna Massenzio for property damage incident on December 8, 2009
*Diana Andreozzi for property damage incident on December 9, 2009
*James Dee, Sr. for property damage incident on December 14, 2009
*forwarded only to City Council, Solicitor and Anna Marino

On motion by Councilman Lupino, seconded by Council Vice-President Livingston, the above items were referred to the respective Committees.  Motion passed on a vote of 8-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Lupino, Aceto, Archetto, Pelletier, Santamaria, Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, Council Vice-President Livingston and Council President Lanni -9.
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XII.  MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS ON CLERK’S DESK
LABORER’S LOCAL 1322 CBA JULY 1, 2009 TO JUNE 30, 2012 AND MOA (Executed Copy Received)

City Clerk indicated that signed contract has been filed in her Office.

ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT FOR FY JUNE 30, 2009 (Received January 4, 2010)

 
City Clerk indicated that Annual Financial Audit for FY June 30, 2009 has been filed in her Office.

XIII.  PUBLIC HEARINGS ON UNDOCKETED ITEMS

Joseph Filippone, 88 Ocean Ave., appeared to speak regarding Edgewood Traffic Study.


Diana Gordon, 363 Pontiac Ave., appeared to speak regarding the presentation made by Clerkbase and stated that video of meetings should be placed on cable TV rather computer.  More people watch TV then use a computer.  She also spoke regarding “Resolution Urging the Administration to Mandate Display of City Logos by all Private Snow Plow Vendors” and stated that this may save the City money.
 
Valerie Schule appeared to speak and stated that it is important that the School Audit Report be made public.  City Clerk indicated that it is available to the public in her Office for a fee of .15 cents per page.


Councilman Aceto asked if the City has made any attempt for early morning enforcement of bars at closing time.  Ms. Schutt stated that she will report back to the Council next month regarding this.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M.
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