SAFETY SERVICES & LICENSES COMMITTEE 

            Regular meeting of the Safety Services and Licenses Committee was held on Monday, December 7, 2009 in the Council Chambers, City Hall, Cranston, Rhode Island. 
I.
CALL MEETING TO ORDER:

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by the Chair.

Present:                 Councilman Richard D. Santamaria, Jr., Chair 

  
                  Councilman Paul H. Archetto

                              Councilman Robert J. Pelletier                          

                  Councilman Emilio L. Navarro

           
                  Councilwoman Michelle Bergin-Andrews

                              Council President John E. Lanni, Jr.

Absent:                  Councilman Terence Livingston, Vice-President

Also Present:          Councilman Anthony J. Lupino

                               Councilman Mario Aceto

                               Gerald Cordy, Deputy Director of Administration

                               Evan Kirshenbaum, Assistant City Solicitor

                               Colonel Marco Palombo, Police Department

                               Major John Schaffran, Police Department

                               Chief James Gumbley, Fire Department

                               Rosalba Zanni, Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees

                               Kimberly O’Brien, License Clerk

                               Heather Finger, Stenographer

II.   
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: 

On motion by Councilman Pelletier, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was voted to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the last meeting and they stand approved as recorded.  Motion passed unanimously.

III.
CORRESPONDENCE:    

None.
IV. 
OLD BUSINESS:
            ORDINANCES:  (Cont. 10/5/09, 11/2/09)
            7-09-6 
Ordinance in amendment of Title 5.12 of the Code of the City of Cranston, 2005, 
entitled “Alcoholic Beverage Licenses” (Expansion of Service Grandfather Provision). 
 7-09-7 
Ordinance in amendment of Title 5.64 of the Code of the City of Cranston, 2005,          

entitled “Business Licenses and Regulations” (Public Entertainment Grandfather Provision).  
 

Chair stated that the above two Ordinances will be taken off the agenda, since there are some legal issues.


On motion by Council President Lanni, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was voted to remove the above two Ordinances from the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.


FIREARMS DEALER LICENSE – (cont’d from 10/5/2009)

On Target Firearms 


1 Gray Birch Drive

Michael Marcello
Councilman Pelletier stated that, per Mr. Marcello, he has received verbal approval of his FFL license.  Once he receives the license in the mail he will provide it to the Clerk’s Office.  
On motion by Councilman Pelletier, seconded by Council President Lanni, it was voted to continue this item.  Motion passed unanimously.

TRANSFER OF LIQUOR LICENSE - NEW

FROM: CLASS B VICTUALLING ALCOHOLIC BEV. LICENSE-

La Cascade Inc. 


288 Atwood Ave.


D/b/a Panchos Margaritas


Reina Taracena – 50 %


Marco Castellanos – 50%


TO: CLASS B VICTUALLING ACOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE –


La Cascade Inc 


288 Atwood Ave.


D/b/a Panchos Margaritas


Marco Castellanos- 50 %


Haydee Franco – 50 %


No one appeared.


V.     
PUBLIC HEARING: 

*ORDINANCE – 10-09-1 Ordinance in Amendment of Title 10 Chapter 32 of the Code 

Of the City of Cranston, 2005, Entitled “Motor Vehicles and Traffic” (Bretton Woods and Sagamore Road)

Councilman Lupino appeared to speak and asked that this sign not be placed on Meshanticut Valley due to the hills there.  He does not think stop signs should be used as traffic calming measures.  No one appeared to oppose.


On motion by Council President Lanni, seconded by Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, it was voted to recommend approval of this Ordinance.  Motion passed unanimously.
TRANSFER OF LIQUOR LICENSE – NEW 
FROM: CLASS B VICTUALLING ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE – NEW
THE GRIND INC.






1401 Park Avenue

Domenic Lubrano
TO CLASS B VICTUALLING ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE – NEW 

THE GRIND INC. 






961 Dyer Avenue

Domenic Lubrano


Timothy Dodd, Esq., appeared to represent the applicant.  


Domenic Lubrano, applicant, appeared to speak.  No one appeared to oppose.


Councilman Pelletier asked Mr. Lubrano if he has met with the Fire Department regarding the sprinkler systems.  Mr. Lubrano stated, not yet.  

Councilman Pelletier questioned if Sogno was the previous business at this location and if they were up to Code.  Chief Gumbley stated that he is not sure at this time.  He believes, no.  

Attorney Dodd stated that all license approvals would be subject to Fire and safety approvals.  


Chair asked Mr. Lubrano if he will be having entertainment.  Mr. Lubrano stated that he has a DJ sometimes, most of the time, radio.


Chair stated that he would like the Fire Department to inspect the premises to determine capacity.  Attorney Dodd stated that his client has been made aware that if he will be having live entertainment, he would need to apply for a license for that.

On motion by Council President Lanni, seconded by Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, it was voted to approve this license transfer application.  Motion passed unanimously.

V.     
PUBLIC HEARING: (Cont.)


ALL NIGHT LICENSE – NEW


DAD’S DINER


871 Atwood Avenue


Anthony Arena


Anthony Arena, 926 Pontiac Ave., appeared to speak.


Annunziata Ruggieri, 21 Clemence St., appeared to oppose to this license application.  She stated that she lives directly behind the Diner and the reasons for her opposition are noise, graffiti, urinating in her back yard.  Opening this business twenty four hours will make these problems worse.

Albert DiRaimo, 20 Clemence St., appeared to oppose to this license application.  He stated that there is already a business open twenty four hours, Seven-Eleven, which already brings in noise and a lot of people.  Another twenty four hours will be bringing in more problems.

Colonel Palombo appeared to speak and recommended not granting this license for the following reasons:  this establishment is close to residential area, no parking and also this establishment will become a hangout.

Council President Lanni asked if the Police Department has received any complaints regarding Seven-Eleven or Dad’s Diner.  Colonel Palombo stated that periodically, they receive complaints regarding Seven-Eleven.  As for Dad’s Diner, none.


Chair asked Mr. Arena why he is asking for a twenty four hour license.  Mr. Arena stated that he is really not asking for a twenty four hour license, seven days a week.  He is asking for permission to open Friday and Saturday 11 A.M. to 4 P.M.  The reason for this request is the bad economy.  

Councilman Navarro stated to Mr. Arena that State Law would allow him to stay open until 1 AM.  He asked Mr. Arena, at this time, what time he closes.  Mr. Arena stated that during the week, he closes at 2 PM and Fridays at 8 PM.


Council President Lanni asked what the seating capacity is.  Mr. Arena stated, 45.  


On motion by Councilman Pelletier, seconded by Council President Lanni, it was voted to deny this license application.  Motion failed on a tie vote.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Santamaria, Pelletier and Archetto -3.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilman Navarro, Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews and Council President Lanni -3.


On motion by Councilman Navarro, seconded by Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, it was voted to approve this license application.

Under Discussion:


Councilman Navarro stated that in the past, this Committee has approved a twenty four hour license for Harriet’s Kitchen and Miss Cranston Diner.  When the license was approved for Miss Cranston Diner, it was approved with the understanding that if there was going to be complaints of trash, noise and loitering, that business would be called before this Committee to address the problems and the same would go for this business and asked that the Committee to give this business a chance due to the bad economic times and businesses are suffering.

Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews stated that applicant has stated that he closes at 2 PM and if there is loitering and noise at night, these problems could be coming from Seven-Eleven and not this establishment.

Council President Lanni stated that this Committee approved the same type of license for Miss Cranston Diner with a four or six month’s probation to make sure there were no problems and it worked.  He does not believe the resident’s problems in this area are not Dad’s Diner’s problems, but rather Seven-Eleven.

Councilman Pelletier stated that the only parking for this business is on Atwood Ave.  His concern is people who have been drinking during the night, will be crossing Atwood Ave. at two or three in the morning going to this establishment.  

Councilman Archetto stated that due to the complaints stated this evening, if this license is approved, it will disrupt the neighborhood.  He would like to view this area and the establishment before anything is approved.


On motion by Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, seconded by Councilman Navarro, it was voted to amend the motion to approve to add “three months probation period under full review of this Committee”.  Motion failed on a tie vote.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Navarro, Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews and Council President Lanni -3.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilmen Santamaria, Archetto and Pelletier -3.


On motion by Council President Lanni, seconded by Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, it was voted to refer this license application to the full City Council.  
Under Discussion:

Councilman Lupino stated that when comparing this business to Miss Cranston Diner, Miss Cranston Diner gave up their liquor license to be able to stay open all night.  What Mr. Arena has not proven is he has certain amount of hours that he could be open that he is not.  He closes at 2 PM now, where he could be open until 1 AM.  There are not a lot of residents present this evening opposed to this license application because most of the properties in the area are rentals. 


Roll call was taken on motion to refer this license application to the full City Council and motion passed on a vote of 4-2.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Pelletier, Navarro, Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews and Council President Lanni -4.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilmen Santamaria and Archetto -2.

Councilman Navarro indicated that motion needs to be taken on motion to approve this license application before another motion is made.  Solicitor Kirshenbaum agreed. 


Councilman Navarro withdrew his motion to approve the above license application.  Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews withdrew her second to the motion.

On motion by Council President Lanni, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to refer this license application to the full City Council.  Motion passed on a vote of 5-1.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Archetto, Pelletier, Navarro, Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews and Council President Lanni -5.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilman Santamaria -1.

P & D USA Inc.


280 Atwood Avenue

Ajit Parikh


Ajit Parikh appeared to speak.  No one appeared to oppose.

On motion by Council President Lanni, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to approve this license application.  Motion passed unanimously.


AUTO REPAIR LICENSE – NEW


INTERSTATE AUTO REPAIR


936 Cranston Street

Ramon Duran

Ramon Duran appeared to speak.  No one appeared to oppose.


On motion by Council President Lanni, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to approve this license application.  Motion passed unanimously.

VI.     
NEW LICENSE APPLICATIONS:


VICTUALLING LICENSE – NEW 

The Cupcakerie


1860 Broad Street


Kristin Brennan


Kristin Brennan appeared to speak and stated that hours of operation will be Tuesday through Saturday will be 9:00 AM to 9:00 PM.  No one appeared to oppose.

On motion by Councilman Pelletier, seconded by Council President Lanni, it was voted to approve this license application.  Motion passed unanimously.

VII.  
TRAFFIC ENGINEER:

No business.
VIII.
SHOW CAUSE HEARING:


None.

IX.  
POLICE DEPARTMENT:

Major Schaffran stated that on November 28th, shortly after midnight, a neighbor of El Tipico Restaurant and Lounge called the Police Department with a disturbance.  When the Police arrived, there were approximately 400-500 people in the parking lot.  Most of the people were from surrounding businesses.  There was a beating and two people were arrested.  This was a concern to the Police Department because the bar did not call the Police, a neighbor did.


Council President Lanni stated that there needs to be a Show Cause Hearing for this establishment with a full Police report.  Committee members agreed.


On motion by Council President Lanni, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to hold a Show Cause Hearing for El Tipico Restaurant and Lounge with a full Police report.

Chair asked that this hearing be held in January.  Council President Lanni stated that he would like this to be held as soon as possible because of New Year’s Eve coming up.  


On motion by Council President Lanni, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to hold a special Safety Services meeting for a Show Cause Hearing on Monday, December 14th at 6:30 P.M.  Motion passed unanimously.


Chair asked that Colonel Palombo, between now and December 14th, have Police presence, detail at this establishment.  Chair asked that motion to have establishment closed until Monday if they are over capacity.  Solicitor Kirshenbaum suggested having Police Department make contact with the owner of the establishment advising them of law and of Show Cause Hearing and if there are any problems they will be shut down. 

On motion by Council President Lanni, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to have the Police Department make contact with the owner of the establishment advising them of law and of Show Cause Hearing and if there are any problems they will be shut down.  Motion passed unanimously.

X.  
FIRE DEPARTMENT:


Application for storage tanks at 167 Mill St.  (Cont. 11/2/2009)


Chief Gumbley stated that this application has been withdrawn.

On motion by Councilman Pelletier, seconded by Council President Lanni, it was voted to accept the withdrawal of this application.  Motion passed unanimously.
XI.       LICENSE RENEWAL APPLICATIONS:

TEMPORARY STRUCTURE LICENSE – RENEWAL (Ratify the Action)

David Hauser 


@1107 Reservoir Ave


On motion by Councilman Pelletier, seconded by Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, it was voted to approve this license renewal application.  Motion passed unanimously.


Anthony Lombardi 


@ 280 Warwick Ave.


On motion by Councilman Pelletier, seconded by Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, it was voted to approve this license renewal application.  Motion passed unanimously.


AUTO REPAIR LICENSE – RENEWAL 

Passport Auto Body


85 Budlong Road


Gershkoff Enterprises 


1085 Cranston Street


On motion by Councilman Pelletier, seconded by Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, it was voted to approve the above-listed license renewal applications.  Motion passed unanimously.


VICTUALLING LICENSE – RENEWAL


Uncle Tony’s Pizza & Pasta Rest.


1455 Oaklawn Ave.


Uncle Sushi & Grille


570 Reservoir Ave


Bejing Rest.


1500 Oaklawn Ave


Emmanuel’s Bakery






492 Dyer Avenue

Franco’s Pizza






889 Dyer Avenue


Arunothai Cuisine






2168 Broad Street

Classic Enterprises






1125 Cranston Street

Weinerman







1012 Reservoir Ave.


Maria’s Pizza







949 Pontiac Avenue


Taco Bell







1076 Reservoir Ave


Dunkin Donuts






900 Cranston Street


Subway #27236






1009 Narragansett Bl

Harriets Kitchen






350 Atwood Avenue


Christophers Deli + Grill





745 Reservoir Ave


Panera Bread







5 new London Ave


DePetrillo’s Bakery






1073 Park Avenue


Honey Dew Donuts






690 Oaklawn Avenue


Mario’s Italian Deli






164 Gansett Avenue


On motion by Councilman Pelletier, seconded by Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, it was voted to approve all the above-listed license renewal applications.  Motion passed unanimously.

XII.
MONTHLY SCHEDULES


RHODES ON THE PAWTUXET:

Schedule of Events for 

Actual Number of Attendees 


None.

SHARX BAR & GRILLE /d/b/a GRILL 505

None.

Chair indicated that applicant for the transfer of liquor license for LaCascade is now present and asked that this item be reconsidered.

TRANSFER OF LIQUOR LICENSE - NEW

FROM: CLASS B VICTUALLING ALCOHOLIC BEV. LICENSE-

La Cascade Inc. 


288 Atwood Ave.


D/b/a Panchos Margaritas


Reina Taracena – 50 %


Marco Castellanos – 50%


TO: CLASS B VICTUALLING ACOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE –


La Cascade Inc 


288 Atwood Ave.


D/b/a Panchos Margaritas


Marco Castellanos- 50 %


Haydee Franco – 50 %


On motion by Councilman Navarro, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was voted to reconsider this item.  Motion passed unanimously.


Marco Castellanos appeared to speak.  No one appeared to oppose.


On motion by Councilman Pelletier, seconded by Council President Lanni, it was voted to approve this license transfer application.  Motion passed unanimously. 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:


Chair stated that Colonel Palombo has asked for an Executive Session.  Councilman Navarro questioned if this should be listed on the agenda.  Chair indicated that meeting can go into Executive Session at any time and does not need to be listed on the agenda.

On motion by Councilman Pelletier, seconded by Council President Lanni, it was voted to go into Executive Session pursuant to RIGL 42-46-5(a)(3) “Security”.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting went into Executive Session at 8:05 P.M.

Present in Executive Session:  Councilmen Santamaria, Archetto, Pelletier, Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews; Council President Lanni; Evan Kirshenbaum, Assistant City Solicitor; Colonel Marco Palombo; Rosalba Zanni, Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees.


On motion by Councilman Navarro, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to come out of Executive Session.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting came out of Executive Session at 8:15 P.M.


On motion by Councilman Navarro, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to seal the minutes of Executive Session.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 P.M.

      
                                                                           Respectfully submitted,


                                                                           Rosalba Zanni


                                                                           Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees

LICENSES APPROVED DECEMBER, 2009
TRANSFER OF LIQUOR LICENSE – NEW
FROM: CLASS B VICTUALLING ALCOHOLIC BEV. LICENSE-
La Cascade, Inc. 

288 Atwood Ave.

d/b/a Panchos Margaritas

Reina Taracena – 50 %

Marco Castellanos – 50%

TO: CLASS B VICTUALLING ACOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE –

La Cascade, Inc. 

288 Atwood Ave.

d/b/a Panchos Margaritas

Marco Castellanos- 50 %

Haydee Franco – 50 %

CLASS B VICTUALLING ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE

The Grind

961 Dyer Ave.

Domenic Lubrano
ALL NIGHT LICENSE

P & D USA, Inc.

280 Atwood Ave.

Ajit Parikh

AUTO REPAIR LICENSE

Interstate Auto Repair

936 Cranston St.

Ramon Duran

VICTUALLING LICENSE

The Cupcakerie

1860 Broad St.

Kristin Brennan
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