                SAFETY SERVICES & LICENSES COMMITTEE 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 P.M. by the Chair.

I.
CALL MEETING TO ORDER:
Present:                       Councilman Richard D. Santamaria, Jr., Chair


                        Council Vice-President Terence Livingston, Vice-Chair

                                    Councilman Paul H. Archetto (appeared at 7:10 P.M.)
                                    Councilman Robert J. Pelletier

                                    Councilman Emilio L. Navarro (appeared at 7:05 P.M.)
                                    Councilwoman Michelle Bergin-Andrews

                                    Council President John E. Lanni, Jr.

Also Present:               Councilman Mario Aceto

                                    Councilman Anthony J. Lupino

                                    Mayor Allan W. Fung


                        Major John Schaffran, Police Department

                                    Captain Kevin Morris, Fire Department

                                    Gerald Cordy, Deputy Director of Administration

                                    Evan Kirshenbaum, Assistant City Solicitor

                                    Rosalba Zanni, Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees

                                    Heather Finger, Stenographer

II.   
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:


On motion by Councilman Pelletier, seconded by Council President Lanni, it was voted to approve the minutes of the last meeting and they stand approved as recorded.

III.  
CORRESPONDENCE:     

On motion by Council President Lanni, seconded by Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, it was voted to suspend the Rules, due to the large crowd, and take out of order the application for All Night License for Al-Mall Mini Mart.  Motion passed unanimously.
VI.
PUBLIC HEARING: 

ALL NIGHT LICENSE – NEW


Al-Mall Mini Mart





41 Warwick Avenue

Public Speakers:


Richard T. Bray, Sr., Ward 1 Committee-man, District 1, appeared to oppose to this license application because if this is approved, people can go into the pizza parlor during all hours of night and day.


Richard Wessner, 153 Columbia Ave., appeared to oppose this license application.  He stated that he respects the business owner for the hard work in the neighborhood, but the 24-hour proposal will be a detriment to the neighborhood.

VI.
PUBLIC HEARING: (Cont.)

ALL NIGHT LICENSE – NEW (Cont.)


Al-Mall Mini Mart





41 Warwick Avenue

Public Speakers: (Cont.)

Jennifer Williams, 95 Edgewood Ave., appeared to oppose this license application and stated that the current business hours are adequate.


Jean Westcott, 108 Columbia Ave., appeared to oppose to this license application.


Evelyn Gonsalves, 115 Westwood Ave., appeared to oppose to this license application and stated that overnight parking is so bad he cannot get out of her driveway.  Westwood Ave. is used as a short-cut for traffic.


Don and Kathy Wells, 152 Columbia Ave., appeared to oppose to this license application.  Mrs. Wells presented letters that neighbors have sent her who could not attend this meeting and are opposed to this license application.  One of the neighbors indicated the fact that this business has live entertainment and questioned if owner has a license to do this.  Mr. Wells asked if the various entities at this location have the necessary licenses and what the hours of operation are for each entities and if those hours are being observed.  He also questioned what the consequences are if they are in violation.

Robert Hart, 16 Edgewood Ave., appeared to oppose to this license application.  He stated the following problems with this business:  
· trash, sofas outside, car parts and debris behind the establishment.  He informed the City and he also addressed this to the owner and nothing has been done.  

· Patrons of this establishment routinely block his driveway.  He notified the Police Department and they are aware of this and working on it.  

· Loud music is constant on a weekly basis. This is unacceptable.  A 24-hour license will only cause these problems to get worse.
Mary J. Simas, 155 Columbia Ave., appeared to oppose to this license application.  She 

read an e-mail from a resident, Mary Jo Hines, who is also opposed.  Ms. Simas presented letters from neighbors who are opposed.


Joe Murphy, 33 Warwick Ave., appeared to oppose to this license application.  He stated that the noise coming from this establishment is awful.


Eleanor Thompson, 100 Shaw Ave., appeared to oppose to this license application.  She asked what the requirements are for selling drug paraphernalia at a convenience store.  This convenience store does sell these items.


Barbara Curtin, 21 Edgewood Ave., appeared to oppose to this license application and stated that the debris and trash is a large problem.  This is not a place that needs a 24-hour license.  It is a restaurant.

VI.
PUBLIC HEARING: (Cont.)

ALL NIGHT LICENSE – NEW (Cont.)


Al-Mall Mini Mart





41 Warwick Avenue

Public Speakers: (Cont.)
Elise Miller, 11 Edgewood Ave., appeared to oppose to this license application.  She stated that she has found drug paraphernalia on her property on a daily basis.  Traffic is there at all times.


Senator Joshua Miller, representing this area, appeared to speak and stated that the consensus of opposition is overwhelming.  He has received a very large volume of e-mails from constituents who are opposed to this license application.  He also stated that Lt. Governor Elizabeth Roberts, who also lives in this area, contacted him this afternoon indicating her opposition to this license application also.

Resident of 138 Albert Ave., appeared to oppose to this license application and stated 
that he is opposed mainly because this will set a precedent to other companies, such as Walgreens and CVS.

Representative Arthur Handy, representing this area, appeared to speak and stated that 
he is representing his constituents who are opposed to this license application.  This approval will generate a need for increased Police detail in this area.
Kathy Daley, 182 Arnold Ave., appeared to oppose to this license application.  She 
asked someone who works at this establishment if they had a smoking room and was told, yes.  She questioned if it is legal to have a smoke area in a restaurant.

Jane Healey, 108 Edgewood Ave., appeared to oppose to this license application and

stated that her concern is traffic coming down Edgewood Ave. and drug traffic.
Resident of Norwood Ave., appeared to oppose to this license application and stated that 

it is becoming a magnet for traffic down from Providence.

Hope Pilkington appeared to oppose to this license application.

Erik Carlson, 2 Westwood Ave., appeared to oppose to this license application and 

stated that traffic problems and trash problems exist.  If a 24-hour license is approved, this would have a negative impact on the quality of life in this neighborhood and this would set a precedent for other businesses.

VI.
PUBLIC HEARING: (Cont.)

ALL NIGHT LICENSE – NEW (Cont.)


Al-Mall Mini Mart





41 Warwick Avenue

Public Speakers: (Cont.)

Council Vice-President Livingston stated that he has received a number of e-mails from residents who are opposed to this license application.  He has never heard one complaint about Al-Mall until they applied for a 24-hour license.  This is the first he is hearing about drug paraphernalia and this needs to be addressed and also to be addressed are the following:  noise, litter, parking issues, drinking, whether it is outside or not, drug activity, smoking area in the restaurant, drug dealing on Norwood Ave., as a constituent stated.  He also was contacted by Lt. Governor Roberts, who is also opposed to this license application.  He suggested this license application be continued for one month and have applicant appear at the next meeting to address issues discussed this evening.  He would like for the next meeting:  Police reports and for what reasons; citations for any Fire Code or Ordinance violations in the past; have Building Inspections been in the area to clean the area; Building Inspections is to go to the area and monitor this area and get a punch list to the Council of every issue raised this evening.  He asked the Mayor for all these issues.  

Chair asked if applicant is present this evening.  A speaker from the audience stated that the applicant stated he was not coming to the meeting.

Council Vice-President Livingston asked Solicitor to address what licenses this establishment has and hours of operation and also address the drug paraphernalia issue.
Solicitor stated that there has been a lot of information that has come out about this 

establishment and maybe a show-cause should be issued.  

Council President Lanni stated that he would like the Fire Department to check the Fire Code at this establishment.  He agrees that a Show Cause Hearing is needed on this establishment.


Councilman Navarro stated that he has never received any complaints about this business since he has been on the Council, up until this issue came up.


Councilman Pelletier motioned to deny this license application and issue applicant an immediate Show Cause Hearing.


Councilman Aceto stated that he has received at least 83 e-mails and at least 25 phone calls from people opposed to this license application.  He suggested a Special meting be held and not wait until next month for a Show Cause Hearing because people in Edgewood do not deserve this.


Councilman Lupino stated that he and Council Vice-President Livingston walked this entire area a few years ago and never received a complaint about this business.  H has received an awful lot of e-mails and phone calls from people who are opposed to this license application.  He asked that this license application be denied.

VI.
PUBLIC HEARING: (Cont.)

ALL NIGHT LICENSE – NEW (Cont.)


Al-Mall Mini Mart





41 Warwick Avenue

Public Speakers: (Cont.)

Mayor Fung stated that he is glad the Committee is leaning towards denying this license application and his Administration is opposed to the 24-hour in this area because of the issues stated by the neighbors.  He addressed the enforcement issues.  As to the closing time, the City did a spot check last week and they are in compliance with the timeframe that are allowed.  Other issues, his Administration will continue to check into and follow-up on.  He urged denial of this application because it would set a bad precedent for CVS or Walgreens or other surrounding businesses.  

Council Vice-President Livingston seconded the motion to deny this license application.  Motion passed unanimously.


Council Vice-President Livingston motioned to notify the owner of this business to appear before this Committee next month for a Show Cause Hearing or special meeting, if the Committee wishes, and have the Fire Department check into the Fire Code and Fire Code violations and complete investigation be done of this establishment and have all Police reports generated at that business be provide to the Committee one week prior to the Show Cause.  He also asked that the Committee be provided with what licenses this establishment has and hours of operation.  Councilman Pelletier seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.


Chair indicated that the next meeting will be September 13th and this item will be discussed at that time, unless a special meeting is scheduled prior to that.

Chair left the meeting at 8:15 P.M. and Council Vice-President Livingston, Vice-Chair, conducted the remainder of the meeting.

Vice-Chair indicated that the next item of business will be the Ordinances, since the Mayor is present and would like to speak regarding those Ordinances and has another engagement and needs to leave early.  No one opposed.

VII.     ORDINANCES
7-10-1 Ordinance in amendment of Title 10, Chapter 32 of the Code of the City of  Cranston, 

2005, Entitled “Motor Vehicles and Traffic”(Wildflower Dr).


No one appeared to speak in favor or to oppose.


On motion by Councilman Pelletier, seconded by Councilman Navarro, it was voted to recommend approval of this Ordinance as amended.  Motion passed unanimously.

VII.     ORDINANCES  (Cont.)
7-10-2 Ordinance in amendment of Title 10, Chapter 32 of the Code of the City of Cranston, 

2005, Entitled “Motor Vehicles and Traffic”(Auburn St., Reservoir Ave. and Hayward St.).

A resident of the area appeared to speak in favor.  

Mayor Fung also appeared to speak in favor.  


Jim Donahue, 43 Marcy St., appeared to speak in favor.

Councilman Navarro asked to be added as a co-sponsor of this Ordinance.

No one appeared to oppose.

On motion by Councilman Navarro, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to recommend approval of this Ordinance.  Motion passed unanimously.

7-10-3 Ordinance in amendment of Title 10, Chapter 32 of the Code of the City of Cranston, 

2005, Entitled “Motor Vehicles and Traffic”(Auburn St., Hayward St. and Reservoir 

Ave).

Mayor Fung also appeared to speak in favor.  


Councilman Navarro asked to be added as a co-sponsor of this Ordinance.

No one appeared to oppose.

On motion by Councilman Navarro, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to recommend approval of this Ordinance.  Motion passed unanimously.

7-10-4 Ordinance in amendment of Title 10, Chapter 32 of the Code of the City of Cranston, 

2005, Entitled “Motor Vehicles and Traffic”(Auburn St., Hayward St, to Rugby St).
Mayor Fung also appeared to speak in favor.  


Councilman Navarro asked to be added as a co-sponsor of this Ordinance.

No one appeared to oppose.

On motion by Councilman Navarro, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to recommend approval of this Ordinance.  Motion passed unanimously.

IV. 
OLD BUSINESS:

CLASS B VICTUALLING LICENSE – (3 month review)

848 Park Avenue Associates


848 Park Ave

John DiBona, Esq. appeared to represent applicant and presented a list of scheduled events and gave update.  He stated that the business is filling up space for the performing arts portion.

FIRE DEPT.

AUTO REPAIR LICENSE – SHOW CAUSE (Cont’d 7/12/2010)

Atlantic Autocenter


616 Atwood Avenue


Captain Morris asked for a continuance.  

On motion by Councilman Navarro, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to continue this item.  Motion passed unanimously.


HOLIDAY SALES LIC. – NEW (tabled 7/12/2010 no show) 

Oceanside Mart 




No one appeared to speak in favor or to oppose.


On motion by Councilman Navarro, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to continue this license application.  Motion passed unanimously.


PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT – NEW (cont’d from 7/12/2010) for Fire Dept.                                                                                                                                                                                                             


capacity 

Suite Restaurant & Lounge 


641 Atwood Avenue


Captain Morris stated that the Fire Department has been trying to contact the applicant to do an inspection and has not been able to date.  He asked for a continuance.

On motion by Councilman Navarro, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to continue this license application.  Motion passed unanimously.

V.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
VI.
PUBLIC HEARING: 


CLASS B LIMITED ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE – NEW

Catanzaro’s Pizzeria





1283 Park Avenue


Jeffrey Manzo


Jeffrey Manzo appeared to speak in favor.  No one appeared to oppose.


On motion by Councilman Navarro, seconded by Council President Lanni, it was voted to approve this license application.  Motion passed unanimously.

VI.
PUBLIC HEARING: (Cont.)

ALL NIGHT LICENSE – NEW


Al-Mall Mini Mart





41 Warwick Avenue


This item was discussed at the beginning of the meeting.

VII.     ORDINANCES
            7-10-1 Ordinance in amendment of Title 10, Chapter 32 of the Code of the City of 
                        Cranston, 2005, Entitled “Motor Vehicles and Traffic”(Wildflower Dr).
            7-10-2 Ordinance in amendment of Title 10, Chapter 32 of the Code of the City of 

                        Cranston, 2005, Entitled “Motor Vehicles and Traffic”(Auburn St., Reservoir 
Ave. and Hayward St.).

7-10-3 Ordinance in amendment of Title 10, Chapter 32 of the Code of the City of 

                        Cranston, 2005, Entitled “Motor Vehicles and Traffic”(Auburn St., Hayward St.

  

And Reservoir Ave).

7-10-4 Ordinance in amendment of Title 10, Chapter 32 of the Code of the City of 

                        Cranston, 2005, Entitled “Motor Vehicles and Traffic”(Auburn St., Hayward St,



To Rugby St).

The above Ordinances were discussed at the beginning of the meeting.
VIII.   
NEW LICENSE APPLICATIONS:


PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT LICENSE – NEW

CLCF Youth Org. 

970 Pontiac Avenue

Kevin Dorsey appeared to speak in favor and presented a letter of information of where donations can be sent.  No one appeared to oppose.


On motion by Councilman Navarro, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to approve this license application.  Motion passed unanimously.

VIII.   
NEW LICENSE APPLICATIONS:


19 HOUR CLASS F – LIQUOR LICENSE – NEW


CLCF Youth Org.

970 Pontiac Avenue
 
On motion by Councilman Navarro, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to approve this license application.  Motion passed unanimously.

VIII.   
NEW LICENSE APPLICATIONS: (Cont.)

FIREARMS DELAER LICENSE – NEW


Line of Sight 

42 Glenwood Ave.


Rolando Rios appeared to speak in favor.  


Major Schaffran stated that a concern the Police Department has is where the firearms would be stored and where they will be kept.  Mr. Rios stated that he has a safe at his home.  Major Schaffran stated that he is concerned about having firearms onsite.  


Councilman Pelletier stated that he would like to wait on taking any action on this license application until the Federal license is acted on.  Mr. Rios stated that the ATF would want to see the license from the City first.  Councilman Pelletier stated that that is not true.  Solicitor stated that he would be hesitant to approve this.  

Councilman Pelletier questioned if it would make a difference if the property is not owned by the applicant.  

Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews motioned to continue this license application for one month to see how far along the applicant gets with the process for the Federal license.


Solicitor stated that he has a serious problem with a non-law enforcement person having firearms on property.  This is asking for disaster.


Council Vice-President Livingston asked Mr. Rios who Richard Champagne is.  Mr. Rios stated that he is the property owner and he is not opposed to him doing this.  

Councilman Pelletier stated that the Committee does not have any information in the packet of the landlord giving Mr. Rios permission to do this.


On motion by Council President Lanni, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was voted to continue this item for one month.

Under Discussion:


Council Vice-President Livingston stated that the landlord needs to attend this meeting so the Committee can speak to him.
Roll call was taken on motion to continue this item for one month and motion passed unanimously.

VIII.   
NEW LICENSE APPLICATIONS: (Cont.)

CARNIVAL LICENSE – NEW 



Santa Maria DiPrata Society

29 Walnut Grove Ave.

On motion by Councilman Pelletier, seconded by councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, it was voted to approve this license application.  Motion passed unanimously.
IX.  
TRAFFIC ENGINEER:

Mr. Cordy appeared to speak regarding Ordinance 7-10-1 and noted that this Ordinance had already been introduced once and the Traffic Engineer reported negative.  The only change with this Ordinance is the verbiage and the Traffic Engineer’s report still stands and the Administration is still opposed to it.
X.  
POLICE DEPARTMENT:

No business.
XI.  
FIRE DEPARTMENT:


No business.

XII. LICENSE RENEWAL APPLICATIONS:

BINGO LICENSE – RENEWALS


See List



AUTO REPAIR LICENSE – RENEWAL


Edgewood Service

1647 Broad Street


Ideal Auto Body 

1398 Park Avenue


Jiffy Lube

1440 Park Avenue


AMUSEMENT MACHINE LICENSE – RENEWAL


McShawn’s Pub Inc.

1336 Cranston Street

Nino’s Pizza

500 Atwood Ave

Chelo’s of Cranston

1275 Reservoir Ave


USED CAR LICENSE – RENEWAL


Park Avenue Auto Sales

716 Park Avenue


GAME ROOM LICNESE – RENEWAL


Legion Bowl Inc

661 Park Ave
      BAZAAR LICENSE – RENEWAL

      St. David’s on the Hill 

200 Mesh Valley Pkwy.

On motion by Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to approve all the above-listed license renewal applications.  Motion passed unanimously.
XIII. MONTHLY SCHEDULES


RHODES ON THE PAWTUXET:

Schedule of Events for September and October 2010

Actual Number of Attendees  

On motion by Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to approve the above lists of events.  Motion passed unanimously.

XIII. MONTHLY SCHEDULES (Cont.)


SHARX BAR & GRILLE d/b/a GRILL 505

Schedule of Events for the months of August and September 2010

On motion by Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to approve the above lists of events.  Motion passed unanimously.


El Tipico Restaurant 

No list provided

On motion by Councilwoman Bergin-Andrews, seconded by Councilman Pelletier, it was voted to approve the above list of events.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M.


                                             Respectfully submitted,


                                             Rosalba Zanni


                                             Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees

LICENSES APPROVED AUGUST, 2010

CLASS B LIMITED ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE -  NEW
Catanzaro’s Pizzeria
1283 Park Ave.

PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT LICENSE -  NEW

CLCF Youth Org.
970 Pontiac Ave.

19 HOUR CLASS F – LIQUOR LICENSE – NEW

CLCF Youth Org.
970 Pontiac Ave.

CARNIVAL LICENSE – NEW

Santa Maria DiPrata Society
29 Walnut Grove Ave.
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