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CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION  

 
 A meeting of the Charter Review Commission was held on Wednesday, September 25, 

2019 in the Council Chambers, City Hall, Cranston, Rhode Island. 

 

 The meeting was called to order at 6:05 P.M. by Attorney Kirshenbaum. 

 

 Present:  Michael Lepizzera, Esq., Steven Frias, Esq., Ellen O’Hara, Dan DosSantos, 

Katie Nee, Esq., Edward Coccio, Robert Santurri, Jr., Evan Kirshenbaum, Esq., Joseph Agresti 

and Matthew Reilly, Esq. 

  

 

 Attorney Kirshenbaum asked that each member of the Commission introduce 

themselves and give some information about themselves. 

 

 Attorney Nee stated that she lives in Ward 1 and was appointed to this Commission by 

Councilmember Vargas.  She is a criminal defense attorney in Providence and has been 

practicing for approximately five years. 

 

 Attorney Frias stated that he was appointed to this Commission by Mayor Fung and he 

is a practicing attorney in Boston.  He has written a historical book about Mayors of 

Cranston. 

 

 Mr. DosSantos stated that he was appointed to this Commission by Councilmember 

Hopkins and he works for Lifespan Health system.   

 

 Attorney Kirshenbaum stated that he was appointed to this Commission by 

Councilmember Brady.  He is a lifelong Cranston resident and has been practicing law 

for approximately twenty-five years.  He also stated that he was Assistant Solicitor and is 

currently serving as the City Council attorney.  

 

 Mr. Coccio stated that he lives in Ward 2 and was appointed to this Commission by 

Councilmember McAuley.  He is a Commercial and Residential Real Estate Appraiser. 

 

 Ms. O’Hara stated that she is currently retired.  She was a Clinical Social Worker of a 

non-profit organization.  She lives in Ward 1 and was appointed to this Commission by 

Councilmember Stycos.  She served on the City Council for eight years and enjoyed it 

very much. 

  

 Mr. Santurri stated that he is a lifelong resident of Cranston and is an Accountant in 

Warwick.  He was appointed to this Commission by Councilmember Donegan. 

 

 Mr. Agresti stated that he is employed by the State of Rhode Island and has resided in 

Ward 5 for the past eleven years.  He was appointed to this Commission by 

Councilmember Paplauskas.  His main focus on this Commission is finance. 
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 Attorney Reilly stated that he has been an attorney for the past five years for a firm in 

Warwick.  He was appointed to this Commission by Council Vice-President Favicchio. 

 

 Attorney Lepizzera stated that he is a lifelong resident of Cranston and lives in Ward 6.  

He was appointed to this Commission by Council President Farina.  He has been an 

attorney for approximately twenty-six years. 

 

 Attorney Kirshenbaum stated that the first order of business should be to appoint a 

Chair, Vice-Chair and any other officers.  He asked if there were any nominations for Chair. 

 

 Mr. Agresti motioned to nominate Attorney Frias as Chair.  Attorney Reilly seconded the 

motion.  No other nominations were made.  Motion passed unanimously.  Attorney Frias was 

appointed Chair. 

 

 Attorney Kirshenbaum asked for nominations for Vice-Chair. 

 

 Attorney Nee motioned to nominate Ms. O’Hara as Vice-Chair.  Mr. Santurri seconded 

the motion.  No other nominations were made.  Motion passed unanimously.  Ms. O’Hara was 

appointed Vice-Chair.   

  

  Gavel was passed to Chairman Frias. 

 

 Chair thanked everyone for appointing him Chair.  He stated that mostly all the members 

of this Commission are new to this and they are all going to learn from each other and will need 

to work with each other. 

   

 Chair indicated that the next order of business would be to set a date for the next 

meeting.  He would like to meet again in one month and he will work with the members as to the 

schedule. 

 

 Chair stated that looking at the last Charter Review Commission, they obtained input 

from all the elected officials.  He stated that he will send a notice to the elected officials making 

this same request and asking them to appear at the next meeting or send a representative.  He 

also suggested that we should reach out to the media.  Once the responses are received from the 

elected officials, the Commission will discuss them and then make a joint recommendation to the 

City Council of any changes to the Charter.  This is how he would imagine this Commission to 

operate.  He also stated that he is open to any suggestions from the members. 

 

 Attorney Kirshenbaum stated that the City Council has Rules and part of those Rules 

allow for members of the public to speak with a limit of four minutes.  This Commission should 

follow that. 

 

 Mr. Santurri indicated that the agenda for this meeting is posted on the City’s website 

and if you click on that, the minutes of the 2009 Charter Review Commission are also posted.  

He found that helpful in reading them to see how the meetings operated. 
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Chair stated that he will research other cities’ and towns’ Charters to compare ours to 

theirs and he encouraged everyone to try to do that on their free time. 

 

 Chair asked for public comments. 

 

 Nicholas Lima, City Registrar, appeared to speak and stated that he read the 2009 

Charter Review Commission minutes and it was very enlightening of the items discussed at the 

time.  He suggested the members view them.  He explained his role in this process and stated that 

his role starts if and when the City Council finally decides what items to place before the voters.  

If the Commission’s goal is to place any Charter questions on the 2020 ballot, the wording of the 

questions will be very very important.  The 2020 Elections is going to be probably the biggest 

elections in history and the amount of wording is very important.  You do not want to make 

Charter questions pages long.  He stated that one of the things this Commission may want to look 

at is the item of “Campaign Contributions Reports to be filed with the City Clerk”.  These reports 

are filed with the Board of Elections.  This language is still in the Charter, which does not need 

to be there. 

 

 Chair agreed that the 2020 ballot should not be pages long.  Quantity is not necessarily 

quality.  This Commission needs to look at substantive changes and most important changes. 

 

 Chair tentatively scheduled the next for October 23, 2019 and stated that if members 

have a problem with that date, they contact him. 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:45 P.M. 

 

 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

     Rosalba Zanni 

     Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees 

 

 
           

  

  

 
 

 

 

           

 


