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       (The following is not a verbatim transcript of comments or discussion that 

occurred during the meeting, but rather a summarization intended for general 

informational purposes.  All motions and votes are the official records). 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
            Regular meeting of the Finance Committee was held on Monday, September 9, 2019, in the 

Council Chambers, City Hall, Cranston, Rhode Island. 

 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER:      

 

            The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by the Chair. 

 

Present                    Councilmember Paul J. McAuley 

                                Councilmember John P. Donegan 

                                Councilmember Edward J. Brady 

                                Councilmember Kenneth J. Hopkins, Ex-Officio 

                                Councilmember Christopher G. Paplauskas 

                                Council Vice-President Michael W. Favicchio, Chair 

                                Council President Michael J Farina 

                                      

Also Present:          Councilmember Lammis J. Vargas  

                                Councilmember Steven A. Stycos 

                                Daniel Parrillo, Director of Administration 

                                John Psilopoulos, Deputy Director of Administration 

                                John Verdecchia, Assistant City Solicitor 

                                Evan Kirshenbaum, City Council Legal Counsel 

                                David Dimaio, City Council Auditor/Budget Analyst 

                                Maria Medeiros Wall, City Clerk 

                                Rosalba Zanni, Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees 

                                Heather Finger, Stenographer 

 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: 

  

            On motion by Councilmember Hopkins, seconded by Councilmember Paplauskas, it was voted 

to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the last meeting and they stand approved as recorded.  

Motion passed unanimously.     
 

CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATIONS 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 Land Records on line access.  Status update.   

 

City Clerk stated that an email was received from Account Representative and the vendor’s 

engineers are working on it and should be completed in the near future.  
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 Video streaming RFP –Administration Status update     

 

Director Parrillo stated that he spoke to Director Strom and installation looks like mid- 

September and are approximately $5,000 short for this.   

 

Administrative report on status of teleprompter for Council Chambers.  Continued  7/1/2019.  

Councilmember Stycos.   

 

Director Parrillo stated that it is an additional $7,000 for the teleprompter and according to the 

company, it may not be visual to the people sitting in the audience. 

 

 Councilmember Stycos stated that, as to the teleprompter, he does not think it is a great idea at 

this point. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS/NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 Real Estate Tax Abatements   

 

No one appeared to speak in favor or to oppose. 

 

On motion by Councilmember McAuley, seconded by Councilmember Paplauskas, it was voted  

to recommend approval of this list of Tax Abatements as recommended by City Assessor.  Motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

 Motor Vehicle Tax Abatements   

 

No one appeared to speak in favor or to oppose. 

 

On motion by Councilmember McAuley, seconded by Council President Farina, it was voted  

to recommend approval of this list of Tax Abatements as recommended by City Assessor.  Motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

 Tax Interest Waiver Approvals   

 

No one appeared to speak in favor or to oppose. 

 

On motion by Councilmember McAuley, seconded by Councilmember Hopkins, it was voted  

to recommend approval of this list of Tax Interest Waiver Approvals as recommended by City 

Treasurer.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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 Tax Interest Waiver Denials   

 

No one appeared to speak in favor or to oppose. 

 

 On motion by Councilmember McAuley, seconded by Councilmember Hopkins, it was voted  

to recommend approval of this list of Tax Interest Waiver Approvals as recommended by City 

Treasurer.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

8-19-01  Ordinance in amendment of Chapter 2.40.030 of the Code of the City of Cranston,  

2005, entitled “Administration and Personnel” (Salary of the Mayor).  Sponsored by  

Council Vice-President Favicchio and Councilmember McAuley.    

 

 Councilmember Brady motioned to recommend approval of this Ordinance and Councilmember 

Brady, seconded the motion for discussion. 

Under Discussion: 

 Attorney Kirshenbaum presented a copy of the State Department of Revenue Municipal Salary 

Survey for FY 2018. 

 

 Councilmember Donegan stated that he will vote against this Ordinance because he would 

rather see the money go elsewhere.  There are a lot of City employees who are making less than $15 per 

hour and he would rather see that money go to them. 

 

 Attorney Kirshenbaum presented his findings on his research regarding this matter and 

indicated that the Mayor’s salary is set by Ordinance and there has not been any pay increase of any 

kind for the Mayor since 2002.  The City of Cranston’s Mayor’s salary is well below compared to other 

municipalities. 

 

 Councilmember McAuley stated that he co-sponsored this Ordinance, but he did not have the 

amount of $125,000 in mind nor did he have the COLAS in mind.  He thinks a reasonable number 

would be $105,000. 

 

 Council President Farina stated that he agrees with Councilmember McAuley on the salary 

amount.  As to the COLAS, that is a challenge because the City Council does not support COLAS in 

employees’ contracts.  

 

 Councilmember Hopkins stated that he does not agree with the 2½ % increase in every year.  

He would be in favor of deleting line #36. 

 

 On motion by Councilmember Hopkins, seconded by Council President Farina, it was voted to 

delete lines #36-40.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 On motion by Councilmember Hopkins, seconded by Council President Farina, it was voted to 

reduce the salary amount from $125,000 to $110,000. 

Under Discussion: 

 Councilmember McAuley stated that he cannot justify this number to his constituents.  He 

would be in favor of $105,000. 
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 Councilmember Brady stated that he thinks the Mayor is grossly underpaid.  He is in favor of 

increasing the salary.  What that number is is semantics.  He is in favor of $105,000 or $110,000. 

 

 Councilmember Stycos stated that he thinks increasing this salary is a mistake.  We have people 

that work at the Ice Rink that make $10.50 per hour and the people at the library are making $12.00 per 

hour.  Those people are forgotten and we need to look at them. 

 

 Council President Farina stated that he agrees that we should continue to work to increase the 

minimum wage in the City.   

 

 Council President Farina withdrew his second to Councilmember Hopkins’s motion to amend 

the salary to $110,000. 

 

 Council President Farina motioned to adjust the $125,000 to $105,000.  Councilmember 

McAuley seconded the motion. 

Under Discussion: 

 Council President Farina stated that this is an adjustment to the Mayor’s salary.  It is not a 

raise.  He also indicated that, if passed, this would take effect January of 2021.  He also stated that this 

issue should be reviewed every four years so the next time this is adjusted, it won’t seem to be so much.  

This should have been addressed years ago. 

 

 Councilmember Hopkins withdrew his motion to amend the salary to $110,000 and agreed with 

Council President Farina’s amendment. 

 

 Councilmember Donegan questioned if there should be a fiscal note.  Council President Farina 

stated that no fiscal note is needed since it would not take effect until 2021. 

 

 Councilmember Paplauskas stated that he will be voting no on this and he would like to do 

more research on this and will keep an open mind for the City Council meeting. 

 

 Councilmember McAuley asked Councilmember Stycos if he sees any need for any increase 

for the Mayor’s salary.  Councilmember Stycos stated, maybe a small increase. 

 

Roll call was taken on motion to amend the salary to $105,000 and motion passed on a voted of 5-2.  

The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmembers McAuley, Brady, Hopkins, Council 

Vice-President Favicchio and Council President Farina -5.  The following being recorded as voting 

“nay”:  Councilmembers Donegan and Paplauskas -2. 

 

 On motion by Council President Farina, seconded by Councilmember McAuley, it was voted to 

recommend approval of this Ordinance as amended.  Motion passed on a voted of 5-2.  The following 

being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmembers McAuley, Brady, Hopkins, Council Vice-President 

Favicchio and Council President Farina -5.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  

Councilmembers Donegan and Paplauskas -2. 
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8-19-02  Ordinance in amendment of Chapter 2.40.040 of the Code of the City of Cranston,  

2005, entitled “Administration and Personnel” (Salary of Council Members).  

Sponsored by Council President Farina and Councilmember McAuley.   

  

 Council President Farina motioned to recommend approval of this Ordinance.  Councilmember 

McAuley seconded the motion for discussion. 

Under Discussion: 

 Councilmember Donegan stated that his comments from the prior Ordinance regarding the 

Mayor’s salary mirror same for this Ordinance. 

 

 On motion by Council President Farina, seconded by Councilmember McAuley, it was voted to 

amend this Ordinance as follows:  line #27 – from $10,000 to $8,000; line $28 – from $8,000 to $6,000. 

Under Discussion: 

 Councilmember Paplauskas stated that he is not in favor of this.  He fears that this would cause 

a tax increase.   

 

Councilmember Donegan agreed with Councilmember Paplauskas. 

 

 Council President Farina stated that no one does the job of the City Council for the money, but 

this has not been looked at since 1982.  The increase would help cover expenses such as gas to attend 

meetings and other City functions. 

 

 Council Vice-President Favicchio stated that he can support the $6,000, it is a fair increase.  He 

also stated that some cities and towns offer benefits along with salary for the City Council. 

 

 Councilmember Stycos stated that the $2,000 increase is reasonable. 

 

Roll call was taken on motion to amend this Ordinance as stated above and motion passed on a voted of 

6-1.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmembers McAuley, Donegan, Brady, 

Hopkins, Council Vice-President Favicchio and Council President Farina -6.  The following being 

recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilmember Paplauskas -1. 

 

 On motion by Council President Farina, seconded by Councilmember Hopkins, it was voted to 

recommend approval of this Ordinance as amended.  Motion passed on a voted of 5-2.  The following 

being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmembers McAuley, Brady, Hopkins, Council Vice-President 

Favicchio and Council President Farina -5.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  

Councilmembers Donegan and Paplauskas -2. 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 P.M. 

 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

      Rosalba Zanni 

      Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committee 


