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      (The following is not a verbatim transcript of comments or discussion that 

occurred during the meeting, but rather a summarization intended for general 

informational purposes.  All motions and votes are the official records). 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
            Regular meeting of the Finance Committee was held on Monday, June 3, 2019, in the Council 

Chambers, City Hall, Cranston, Rhode Island. 

 

 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER:      

 

            The meeting was called to order at 9:00 P.M. by the Chair. 

 

Present                    Councilmember Paul J. McAuley 

                                Councilmember John P. Donegan 

                                Councilmember Edward J. Brady 

                                Councilmember Kenneth J. Hopkins, Vice-Chair 

                                Councilmember Christopher G. Paplauskas 

                                Council Vice-President Michael W. Favicchio, Chair 

                                Council President Michael J Farina 

                                      

Also Present:          Councilmember Steven A. Stycos 

                                John Psilopoulos, Deputy Director of Administration 

                                Robert Strom, Director of Finance 

                                John Verdecchia, Assistant City Solicitor 

                                Maria Medeiros Wall, City Clerk 

                                Heather Finger, Stenographer   

 

 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: 

  

            On motion by Council President Farina, seconded by Councilmember McAuley, it was voted to 

dispense with the reading of the minutes of the last meeting and they stand approved as recorded.  

Motion passed unanimously.     
 

 

CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATIONS 

  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

  

 Land Records on line access.  Status update.    

 

City Clerk stated that the company is going to do a demo with the City on how to open up  

accounts and how to use the system and then they just have to upload the images on to the site.  Chair 

stated that we might be able to have online access to records by the end of June. 
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 Video streaming RFP –Administration Status update    

 

Director Strom stated that in his discussions with Purchasing Agent, Mark Marchesi, today, he  

indicated that he is waiting for Ambien to get back to him on the four cameras to make sure that this 

estimate will correspond to what needs to be done.  Mr. Marchesi indicated to him that he would like to 

get a bid waiver and use Ambien because they are one of the companies used in the past and they have 

been very successful for us. 

 

2-19-02   Ordinance in amendment of Chapter 2.08.260 of the Code of the City of Cranston,  

2005, entitled “Administration and  Personnel” (Board of Canvassers).  Sponsored by 

Councilmembers Stycos and Paplauskas.  Continued 4/1/2019 & 5/6/2019.   

  
 On motion by Council President Farina, seconded by Councilmember Brady, it was voted to 

continue this Ordinance.  

Under Discussion: 

 Director Psilopoulos stated that the Mayor believes that the appointment of the Registrar falls 

under his pervue and not the City Council and it is in the Charter.  It does not state it is a City Council 

pick and the Administration would have to obtain Advice and Consent of the Council. 

 

 Solicitor stated that he researched this two months ago and the way the Charter states is basically 

that the Mayor names the Heads of all Departments, Agencies, etc., unless there is a different mode of 

appointment.  If there is a silent on the issue, the question then becomes ‘does it fit under the definition 

of the Mayor’s prerogative’, but it is open to interpretation. 

 

 Council President Farina asked if the City Clerk could research when the City Council started 

appointing the Registrar and when it was not the Mayor’s appointment.   

 

 Chair stated that it is in Title 2.08.261, which states that the Registrar should be chosen by the 

City Council for term of two years.   

 

 Nick Lima, City Registrar, appeared to speak and stated that when he drafted this Ordinance, he 

drafted it to simply codify what the existing procedure is and has been.  The position was created via 

Budget amendment by the City Council in 2001.  At the time, the Registrar was a member of the Board 

of Canvassers and the City Council tried to make a City Council appointment.  There was never any 

Ordinance or Charter provision establishing the position from that Budget amendment. 

 

 Council President Farina questioned who appointed the Registrar in 1997.  Director Lima 

stated that in 1997, there was no Registrar.  The Registrar position was a member of the Board of 

Canvassers and position was called Clerk of Board of Canvassers and was appointed for a six year term.  

Unlike the other two members of the Board, that Clerk of Canvassers was appointed by the City Council 

and was designated by the City Clerk as a Clerk and, therefore, appointed for a six year term and would 

have the same equivalent position as the Registrar has today. 

 

 Council President Farina asked Solicitor if this Ordinance would pass as written and the 

Charter states that the Mayor appoints all the directors, therefore would this Ordinance be invalid 

because the Charter would supersede the Ordinance.  Solicitor stated that that is correct.  If there is ever 

a conflict with an Ordinance, the Charter would prevail. 
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 Council President Farina asked Solicitor, the fact that the Mayor did not submit a Registrar 

appointment at the start of this Council session when this position was vacated, the Council would be 

within their right to appoint one because of the absence of the Mayor’s appointment.  Solicitor stated 

that he cannot answer that.  What needs to be factored into that answer is was the Mayor made aware of 

it, was it requested?  He would have to research that.  

 

 Chair stated that the other issue is how was Mr. Lima presented.  Council President Farina stated 

that it was done as an appointment of the City Council. 

   

Roll call was taken on motion to continue this Ordinance and motion passed on a vote of 6-1.  The 

following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmembers McAuley, Donegan, Brady, Hopkins, 

Council Vice-President Favicchio and Council President Farina -6.  The following being recorded as 

voting “nay”:  Councilmember Paplauskas -1. 

 

Administrative report on status of teleprompter for Council Chambers.  Continued 3/4/2019 & 

4/1/2019.  Councilmember Stycos   

 

Director Psilopoulos stated that this is still part of the Budget and it is going to be part  

of the camera system that Purchasing Agent Marchesi is working on. 

 

 Director Strom stated that the Administration needs to know the size of the lettering, where it is 

going to be set up and who has access to visibly see it.  He also stated that there is a lot of planning that 

has to go into this. 

 

 Council President Farina indicated that the State House has two large teleprompters, one in 

each corner of the room.  Director Strom stated that that is why we need to have to research what the 

cost would be for that.  Council President Farina stated that that would be the only way people are going 

to be able to see from the back of the room.  He suggested placing this item on the July agenda for more 

information.  Director Strom asked that since there are going to be four cameras, he asked what the 

necessity would be for the teleprompter.  Councilmember Stycos stated that he thinks that if people are 

in the audience, they can’t follow what is going on.  Director Strom stated that once a cost estimate is 

obtained and if it does not make sense, form a financial standpoint, he will express that at that time. 

 

On motion by Council President Farina, seconded by Councilmember Brady, it was voted  

to continue this item to the July meeting.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS/NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Ice Rink Enterprise Fund.  Councilman Stycos  

 

 Councilmember Stycos stated that the Ice Rink should be in the Budget and there are two 

issues: 1) whether it should be in the Budget, and 2) whether there should be an Enterprise Fund.  

Director Strom stated that there was discussions on this during the Budget hearings and he believes it 

was during the Budget Amendment hearing or Budget Adoption discussion was held making this as part 

of the Budget to amend proposed Budget and include it was an Ice Rink Enterprise Fund.  At that time, 

he believes it was voted down because he expressed that every month the City Council receives financial 

reports and the Auditors are provided with a financial statement for the Ice Rink, it is in the CAFRA 

report, which is the yearend financial statement, so he feels that there is disclosure of what is going on at 

the Ice Rink.   
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Councilmember Stycos stated that if the City Council would like this as a separate page in the 

Budget, he personally would not be against it, but he does not see the necessity to add another Fund in 

the Budget.  Council President Farina stated that he thinks for transparency, it should be in the Budget 

document whether it is an Enterprise Fund or part of the Budget, that could be discussion for another 

day.  Councilmembers Brady and Paplauskas agreed with Council President Farina. 

 

 Councilmembers Stycos stated that he would like a written statement if the Administration is 

agreeable to putting this in the Budget document and sending a letter to the City Council stating that it is 

going to happen.   

 

 Chair suggested that this be done as a Resolution for the next meeting.  Councilmember Stycos 

stated that the City Council passes a lot of Resolutions and most are ignored so the City Council needs a 

definitive statement from the Administration and he appreciates Director Strom’s word on this, but he is 

not the Mayor and asked that the Council get some clarity so they do not end up like this Registrar issue. 

 

 Director Psilopoulos stated that he will bring this back to Director Parrillo and Solicitor Rawson 

to get their stance on this.   

 

 Council President Farina stated that he would say that the City Council will probably receive a 

letter or no response, so he does not know why this needs to be on the docket again because 

Councilmember Stycos has made a request and was just denied. 

 

 Chair stated that we can wait for the response and then see how to proceed on this. 

 

Item was removed from agenda. 

 

 Real Estate Tax Abatements    

 

No one appeared to speak in favor or to oppose. 

 

On motion by Councilmember Paplauskas, seconded by Council President Farina, it was voted  

to recommend approval of this list of Tax Abatements as recommended by City Assessor.  Motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

 Motor Vehicle Tax Abatements    
 

No one appeared to speak in favor or to oppose. 

 

On motion by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Council President Farina, it was voted  

to recommend approval of this list of Tax Abatements as recommended by City Assessor.  Motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

 Tax Interest Waiver Approvals    

 

No one appeared to speak in favor or to oppose. 

 

On motion by Council President Farina, seconded by Councilmember Paplauskas, it was voted  

to recommend approval of this list of Tax Interest Waiver Approvals as recommended by City 

Treasurer. Motion passed unanimously. 
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5-19-01 Ordinance authorizing the City to transfer the remaining balances in the Budget  

Stabilization Fund to the General Fund.  Sponsored by Councilmembers Stycos, Brady 

and Council Vice-President Favicchio.      

 

 On motion by Council President Farina, seconded by Councilmember Brady, it was voted to 

recommend approval of this Ordinance.   

Under Discussion:  

 Council Vice-President Favicchio and Councilmember Brady asked to be added as co-

sponsors. 

 

 Chair stated that this is Ordinance and the following two Ordinances was something that was 

discussed at the Budget hearings. 

 

Roll call was taken on motion to recommend approval of this Ordinance and motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

5-19-02 Ordinance authorizing the City to utilize Western and Eastern Cranston Police  

Impact Fees to offset the rental expenditure for Police Station.  Sponsored by 

Councilmembers Stycos Stycos, Brady and Council Vice-President Favicchio.  

 

 On motion by Council President Farina, seconded by Councilmember McAuley, it was voted to 

recommend approval of this Ordinance.   

Under Discussion:  

 Council Vice-President Favicchio and Councilmember Brady asked to be added as co-

sponsors. 

 

Roll call was taken on motion to recommend approval of this Ordinance and motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

5-19-03 Ordinance authorizing the City to close the Juvenile Hearing Board Fund by  

transferring remaining balance to the General Fund.  Sponsored by Councilmember 

Stycos.    

 

On motion by Council President Farina, seconded by Councilmember Brady, it was voted to 

continue this Ordinance.   

Under Discussion: 

Council President Farina stated that he, along with other Council members, have received 

numerous calls from members of the Juvenile Hearing Board asking for a continuance of this Ordinance 

indicating that they were not aware that they had any funding and they wanted to be heard on this 

matter.  

 

Chair asked how much was in this Fund.  Councilmembers Stycos stated $6,000 and City 

Controller, Mr. Igoe, had testified at a Budget hearing that no money has gone in or out of this account 

for at least ten years. 

 

Roll call was taken on motion to continue this Ordinance and motion passed unanimously. 
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Resolution Authorizing the City of Cranston to Consent to Mutual Aid Agreements with the Town of 

Coventry, Town of Johnston, City of Providence, Town of Scituate, City of Warwick and Town of 

West Warwick with Respect to its Police Departments.  Sponsored by Mayor Fung.   

 

 On motion by Council President Farina, seconded by Councilmember McAuley, it was voted to 

recommend approval of this Resolution.   

Under Discussion: 

 Councilmember Stycos asked why this is coming up now.  His understanding was that we had 

mutual aid agreements for years and years.  Director Psilopoulos stated that to the best of his knowledge, 

it has expired and this is for Police only and not Fire. 

 

 Councilmember Brady asked if this is reciprocal.  Director Psilopoulos stated yes, it is. 

 

Roll call was taken on motion to recommend approval of this Resolution and motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

 

   

The meeting adjourned at 9:37 p.m. 

 

 

 

 
      Respectfully submitted, 

  

 

 

      Maria Medeiros Wall JD 

      (Transcribed by Rosalba Zanni 

      Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees) 

  

(audio recorded – 1cd) 

 

 

 


